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Florida's boating safety and registration 





EY DEER, the smallest of all 
K races of white-tailed deer in 
North America, have been “pack- 
ing ’em in” at the new Key Deer 
National Wildlife Refuge head- 
quarters at Big Pine Key, Florida, 
according to reports received by 
the Wildlife Management Insti- 
tute. 

Stars of the show have been 
Junior and Bucky, who were con- 
valescing from mishaps with auto- 
mobiles on U. S. No. 1, the Over- 
seas Highway from Miami to Key 
West. More than 5,000 persons 
visited refuge headquarters to see 
the two deer during a six-weeks 
period. Junior soon tired of the 
footlights, and he white-tailed it 
back to the surrounding sub- 
tropical island jungle. Bucky was 
still pulling ’em in at a 400-a- 
Sunday clip, at last report. 

Key deer were on the brink of 
extinction not too many years 
ago. Hurricanes, fires, droughts, 
land developers, and poachers had 
extracted a heavy toll until con- 
servationists went to work to pro- 
tect the deer and their fragile 
island habitat. The Bureau of 
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife now 
has 7,000 acres under lease and 
has been given outright title to 
several hundred acres more. A 
campaign launched by the North 
American Wildlife Foundation re- 
sulted in the donation of more 
than $160,000 in cash and land to 
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laws are now being strictly enforced 


the Federal Government for the 
refuge. Deer numbers have built 
up to approximately 250 since 
restoration efforts started in the 
early 1950’s. 


Boating Laws Enforced 


FLORIDA FISHERMEN are remind- 
ed that all boaters must comply 
with the state’s boat safety and 
registration laws prior to shoving 
off for that favorite fishing spot. 

It is the responsibility of each 
boater to inform himself of the 
provisions of the 1963 Florida 
Motorboat Laws and it is now the 
duty of Florida wildlife officers, 
by act of the legislature, to en- 
force these laws. 

Four points to remember in- 
volve (1) registration, (2) safety 
devices, (3) running lights, and 
(4) safe operation. 

(1) All pleasure boats propelled 
by machinery of 10-horsepower 
and more must be registered. Ap- 
plication for pleasure boat regis- 
tration certificates are to be filed 
by the boat owner with his county 
tax collector. The registration 
certificate must be aboard the 
boat at all times the vessel is in 
operation. 

(2) All boats must carry one 
(1) life-saving device in good and 
serviceable condition, approved 
by the U. S. Coast Guard, for each 
passenger; one (1) oar or paddle 
and one (1) anchor and rope of 
appropriate size and length. The 
approved life-saving devices can 
be buoyant cushions or vest type 


life preservers. Boats over 16 feet 
in length must meet additional 
requirements. 

(3) All boats operated between 
sunset and sunrise, regardless of 
length or whether or not a motor 
is used, are required to have and 
use running lights. 

(4) It is unlawful to operate a 
boat in a reckless manner or while 
under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs. A person is guilty of reck- 
less operation of a vessel when he 
operates a boat, or manipulates 
any water skis, aquaplane, or 
similar device in willful or wan- 
ton disregard for the safety of 
persons or property, or at a speed 
or in a manner likely to endanger 
life, limb, or property of any per- 
son. 

These regulations apply to all 
boats plying the navigable waters 
of Florida, which includes inland 
lakes, ponds, streams, and any 
any other waters in Florida. 


Florida wildlife officers have 
been instructed to pay particular 
attention to violations in these 
four basic areas while enforcing 
game and fresh water fish rules 
and regulations. 

Complete information on boat 
laws is available from the offices 
of the Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission, and from the 
Florida Boating Council, 107 West 
Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Flor- 
ida. 

Ask for the booklets “Safe 
Boating in Florida” and “Facts for 
Pleasure Boat Owners.” © 


THE COVER 
The Limpkin—with its loud, distinctive, wild call, is often called “The 


Crying Bird.” See page 20. 


From A Painting By Wallace Hughes 
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FOR 1964-65 


Hunting Season 
Dates Announced 


Bees 1964-65 general hunt- 
ing season for resident game 
birds and animals will open Sat- 
urday, November 14, 1964, except 
in the Third Conservation Dis- 
trict where the season will open 
November 21, 1964. 


The opening date—applying to 
deer, turkey, quail, squirrel and 
bear, was set at a formal meeting 
of the Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission at Tallahassee 
April 24, 1964. 


Hunting will be allowed every 
day in the First, Third, and 
Fourth Conservation Districts, 
and in the Second District ex- 
cept in Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy 
Counties. In the Fifth Conserva- 
tion District, every day hunting 
will be allowed in that portion of 
the district located south of State 
Road 50, and west of the St. Johns 
River. 


Where staggered-day hunting 
is in force, hunting will be al- 
lowed every day during the first 
nine days, and the period between 
November 25 and November 29, 
1964, and between December 23, 
1964 and January 3, 1965. Mon- 
days, Tuesdays, and Fridays will 
be closed at all other times. Shoot- 
ing hours for resident game 
species will remain at from one- 
half hour before sunrise to one- 
hour after sunset of each open 
day. 


Hunters will be provided with 
two turkey hunting seasons dur- 
ing the 1964-65 season. The first 
season opens with the general 
hunting season and allows the 
hunter to harvest three turkeys of 
either sex. The second season 
opens March 13 to March 28, 1965 
in that portion of the State located 
south of State Road 50, and March 
21} to: April: 11... 1965, «north of 
State Road 50. Hunters will be 
allowed to take two gobblers dur- 
ing this second turkey season. ®© 
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Summary of Rules For 1964-65 


Fishing Regulations 


Method of Taking Fresh Water Fish 


Game fish may be taken with pole and line, rod and reel, bob, spinner, or troll. 
Nongame fish may be taken with bush hook, set line or trot line baited with cut bait 
or other substance, not including live or whole fish, or any part of any game fish. Trot 
lines so baited, and limited to 25 hooks, are permitted for taking non-game fish for 
personal use with regular fishing license. Use of set lines or bush hooks prohibited in 
Fifth District. Non-game fish other than catfish may be taken by manually operated 
spears, gigs, or bow and arrow during daylight hours, except that underwater swim- 
ming or diving is prohibited when using such devices. Non-game fish may be taken 
by certain other devices under permit or as provided by special regulations pertaining 
to specific waters. 

Method of Taking Bait 


Cast nets not to exceed 7 feet in length or 14 feet in spread, minnow dip-nets not 
over 4 feet in diameter, minnow seines not over 20 feet in length or more than 4 feet 
in depth, and minnow traps not to exceed twenty-four inches in length, twelve 
inches in diameter, with funnel entrance not more than one inch in diameter may be 
used to take minnows or shrimp bait. Any game fish, if taken in these nets shall be 
returned immediately and alive to waters from which they were taken. 


Residents of Florida 


Citizens of the United States who have continuously resided in the State for one 
year, and six months in the County, prior to making application for hunting, fishing 
and trapping licenses, and servicemen stationed in Florida, are considered residents 
insofar as licenses to hunt and fish are concerned. 


All Regulations Subject to Change in Case of Emergencies 


It Is Unlawful 


Fresh water game or non-game fish may not be taken by the use of lines attached 
to gourds, bottles or any other free floating unattached device. Also prohibited is the 
use of snatch hooks, explosives, electricity, nets, seines, or traps. Use of firearms, 
shooting or poison, or use of any other deleterious substance or force is prohibited. 
The taking of fish by underwater swimming or diving, or by use of more than three 
poles and lines or three rod and reels at a time, except under strict permit issued by 
the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, or as provided by Regulations of the 
Commission, is prohibited. 


No set line, bush hook, or trot line shall be baited with live or whole fish or any part 
of any game fish. In the Third District, no earthworm, or worm other than horn or 
tobacco worm, may be used as bait for trot line, set line or bush hook. 


Trot lines, bush hooks or set lines may not be used in that portion of the Ochlockonee 
River between State Road 20 and the Lake Talquin Power Dam, nor that portion of 
the Apalachicola River between U. S. Highway 90 and the Jim Woodruff Dam, or Bear 
Gulley Lake in Seminole County, or on the Oklawaha River and its tributaries, or 
Lake Jackson in Walton County, or that portion of Brevard, Volusia, Orange, Osceola, 
and Seminole Counties within which lies the St. Johns River, and its various channels, 
marshes, ponds, lakes, and tributaries bordered on the north by State Road No. 46, 
on the west by the Ft. Christmas-Deer Park Bithlo-Geneva Road, and on the south 
by the Kissimmee-Melbourne Highway, and on the east by the tree line bordering 
the St. Johns River marsh. In East Lake Tohopekaliga trot-lines are permitted only 
from sunset Sunday until midnight Friday of each week and only during the period 
from sunset each day until 9:00 A.M. the following morning; no trotline shall be more 
than 500 yards in length nor shall carry more than 500 hooks. 

(Continued on page 38) 





LICENSE FEES—AIl Florida fishermen between 15 and 65 years of age must possess 
a valid fishing license when using a rod and reel, or an artificial lure in fresh waters. 
RUE SUID EIN Rie re ea ee cette, cl oR eae $3.00 Annual, Statewide 
INO NETRE DS UD EING Eo ee Se Ok eee ee $2.25 5-Day Continuous 
(except children under 15 years of age) $3.25 14-Day Continuous 

$8.00 Annual 
Licenses are issued from offices of County Judges and their authorized sub-agents. 
Residents using cane poles or other fishing methods outside of home county must 
possess Resident Licenses. License is not required of residents to fish non-commercial- 
ly with not more than three cane poles in county of legal residence, except on Fish 
Management Areas. 


FISHING 


Lake Okeechobee 


Fishing the “hayfields” can be 
a challenge, offering something 


different in fishing thrills 


By CHARLES WATERMAN 


HE IDEA OF 730 square miles of 

black bass really gets them. 
Lake Okeechobee pulls a lot of 
attention from potential tourist 
fishermen. 


I’m no true expert on Okeecho- 
bee but here are some answers to 
the most common questions. 


In the first place, you should 
consider Okeechobee as an area 
rather than as a single body of 
water. If all of the canals around 
the big lake were laid end to end 
—well, anyway, they’d reach to a 
lot of fishing. 

Bad weather could keep you 
off the main lake but there are 
many miles of sheltered water 
outside the levees and easily 
reached from fishing camps. 

Barring weather’ extremes, 
there is bass fishing in Okeecho- 
bee the year around. There are 
millions of speckled perch (crap- 
pie), most popular during late 
winter and early spring. 


One resort operator told me 
that there “isn’t any season any 
more. All week-ends are rush 
times.” 


Okeechobee is a natural, shal- 
low lake but it is surrounded by a 
complex system of canals and 
hurricane gates, built for the pur- 
pose of controlling flood waters. 
That part of the state is flat as a 
stove lid and has been the scene 
of some disasterous hurricanes. 
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The cross-state waterway goes 
through Okeechobee but most of 
the lake is very shallow. I’d judge 
that well over half of it is bass 
fishing water or too covered by 
vegetation for any kind of fishing. 

Most of the resorts are on the 
west and south sides but you can 
find them on the east side too. 
They are not situated on the lake 
proper but on sheltered waters 
and most of them are on artificial 
canals. 

Okeechobee isn’t fished heavily 
during warm weather. Of course 
morning and evening fishing is 
best then but one plug caster who 
has worked it year around for 
more than 10 years told me that 
some of his best catches were 
during July and August. I doubt 
if you’d ever feel crowded on the 
lake. There’s room for a lot of 
boats. 

Early spring when the bass 
spawning routine gets going is the 
most popular time for serious 
artificial lure fishermen. Much of 
this is wade fishing. The prospec- 
tor simply drifts around in a boat 
until he sees beds and then gets 
out and walks and this is the time 
of year larger fish are most likely 
to be taken. The 1964 rush period 
was around the first of March. 

Wading isn’t tricky. You can 
work miles of water with a hard 
sand bottom and never get your 
hip pockets wet. Unless you’re 
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the rough and ready type, waders 
are advisable from October 
through March. 

Winter and early spring are the 
times for speckled perch (crap- 
pie). A little inquiry will put a 
stranger into the panfish business 
pretty quickly. 

Navigation is simple but hard 
on equipment. Much of the time 
you will be running in vegetation 
and you'll probably plow up some 
bottom too. Probably the ideal 
rig is a shallow-draft open boat 
with a motor of ten horsepower 
or better and a small auxiliary 
engine for grass travel. 

Binoculars are invaluable for 
the stranger without a guide. 
With the help of a chart or fishing 
map you can do a fine job of navi- 
gating—as long as you can spot 
the distant landmarks—and the 
glasses are worth their weight in 
weedless plugs. 

The wet “hayfields” range from 
stuff you couldn’t drag a bare 
sinker through to areas where the 
stalks of vegetation are fairly 
sparse and there are other areas 
where all grass is beneath the sur- 
face. 

Most of the bass fishing is with 
weedless baits or surface lures. 
For this type of fishing I’m par- 
tial to plug-casting outfits. In my 
most recent visit the Hawaiian 
Wiggler was successful. Spoons 
and pork strips were good too and 
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we caught some fish on popping 
bugs with a fly rod. The Rapala 
and its imitations were popular. 


Much of the time your fish 
won't give much of a surface ex- 
hibition, diving immediately into 
the sub-surface vegetation. Then 
you wade over or pole over and 
dig him out of the “hay.” 


There are shallow canals and 
swash channels all over the place. 
If you'll watch some of the other 
boats and listen to instructions 
the way I don’t you can probably 
get almost anywhere with a min- 
imum of bottom gouging. 

High winds are the bugaboo of 
Okeechobee fishermen. Generally 
they don’t make navigation dan- 
gerous because you can stick to 
shallow, sheltered waters. How- 
ever, the wind will roil the lake 
and cool off the fishing. 

Water may be dirty in one spot 
but quite clear only a few yards 
away where the vegetation has 
offered protection. I saw one fel- 
low who had quit fishing because 
of muddy water on a day that we 
had fished where it was perfectly 
clean. It will pay to do some 
checking. 

And remember that you need 
some breeze if you are to drift 
with a boat. 

Okeechobee is not the place to 
catch a record bass. The fish are 
big enough but, for some reason, 
they don’t come quite as large as 
somewhat farther north. I’ll stick 
my neck out and say that they are 
more plentiful in the Okeechobee 
area. 

Prices for resort accommoda- 
tions are about medium. 

I don’t want to attempt listing 
the resorts. I have before me the 
price sheet from Uncle Joe’s Fish 
Camp near Clewiston. They have 
motel rooms for two for $6 a day. 
A 2-room efficiency for two is $8 
a day or $45 a week. 

Fishing boats rent for about $3 
a day. A 10-horse motor and boat 
will cost $12 a day. A guide with 
boat and 18-horse motor will cost 
$30 a day. 

Prices will be somewhere near 
that in most resorts. The _ best- 
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the world’s greatest testing ground for weedless lures. 


known of the Okeechobee camps 
is Sportsman’s Village near 
Moore Haven, just off Moonshine 
Bay. It is a little more plush than 
most of the others. 

The last time I was at Okeecho- 
bee I stayed at Calusa Lodge near 
the mouth of Fisheating Creek. 
They have a nice marina with 
good rental boats and plain but 
satisfactory accommodations. 

Get a map and take your binoc- 
ulars—or hire a guide. 


AN ARGUMENT started at a dock 
the other day when a good fish- 
erman brought in several small 
bass. 

“Those little ones should be put 
back,” grumbled another angler. 
“If you’d keep only the big ones, 
fishing would be better.” 

The guy with the little bass 
wouldn’t take that lying down. 

“There’s the bass that should be 
put back,” he snarled, pointing at 
a big female fish on the cleaning 
bench. “That fish would lay 
enough eggs to replace a hundred 
of these I brought in.” 

They got pretty serious. 

It takes a long time and a lot of 
groceries to produce a 10-pound 
bass and one that size will lay a 
lot of eggs. 


On the other hand, a single big 
one should be enough for a 
sportsman to bring in. If he brings 
smaller fish it takes more to make 
a meal. 

But bass are considered more 
expendible the smaller they get. 
A few very small ones are no 
great loss in the scheme of things. 
In most Florida waters, hook and 
line fishing is not considered a 
serious factor in fish welfare. 

My observation is that most 
serious bass fishermen release fish 
less than 10 inches long. Not one 
in a thousand will release a 5- 
pounder. The number of eight 
and 10-pound bass released is vir- 
tually zero. 

It is human nature to bring in 
a trophy-sized fish, if only to give 
to the neighbors. In most of our 
waters it does no harm. In some 
areas it may. I have seen huge 
strings of breeding stock that I 
figured were a little too many for 
one guy, even though they were 
legal. 


Henry Orr OF Spinmaster Rods 
in Miami may not appreciate 
the plug I am now going to give 
them. Spinmaster manufactures 
some good quality, especially 

(Continued on page 36) 
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THREAT TO CURTAIL the use of 

dogs to hunt deer brought 
the largest turnout in history at 
a pre-hunt hearing in DeLand 
March 11. More than 400 deer 
hunters, ready to snap and growl, 
overflowed the city hall and then 
into the courtroom shouting a 
loud and emphatic NO to the 
closing of any hunting area in the 
state to dogs. The opposition to 
restricting deer hounds not only 
was unanimous on the part of the 
spectators at the hearing, but pe- 
titions containing 712 signatures 
also were presented opposing the 
proposal. 


The proposal was presented by 
the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission in an honest effort 
to obtain the sportsmans opinion 
in regard to establishing a still 
hunt in the Ocala National For- 
est during the first nine days of 
the deer season. The still hunt 
would, of course, prohibit the use 
of dogs. Each year the Commis- 
sion receives many requests to 
abolish or forbid the use of dogs 
as a method of hunting deer. The 
question was asked to determine 
if these requests to restrict the 
use of dogs was an expression of 
a minority or the feelings of the 
majority. 


Florida is one of the few states 
which continues to allow hunters 





to use dogs to drive deer. With 
the event of each day bringing 
new residents to Florida, there is 
reason enough to believe that 
many of these new citizens were 
once sportsmen of the more 
northern states and therefore can- 
not understand the use of dogs in 
deer hunting. This is easy to com- 
prehend as it is generally a viola- 
tion to use dogs for deer hunting 
in the northern states. These 
hunters were taught from child- 
hood that hunting deer with dogs 
was simply not sporting and pos- 
sibly detrimental to the deer 
herd. On the other hand, to a 
Florida deer hunter the tradition- 
al method of hunting deer is with 
hounds and the practice is a way 
of life and just as important as 
the opening date of hunting sea- 
son. To many of these hunters the 
emphasis of the deer hunt is on 
the chase as much, if not more 


than the kill. 


I sometimes think that the sim- 
ple fact that Florida is not Penn- 
sylvania is overlooked. While the 
hunter in Pennsylvania may be 
correct in objecting to the use of 
dogs in deer hunting, he must also 
remember that what is good for 
Pennsylvania is not necessarily 
good for Florida. Wildlife should 
be managed according to existing 
conditions and not the conditions 
of other areas. 


DOGS Hunting- Trials- Training 


By JIM FLOYD 


Hunting Dogs 


Club members start planting 
program to improve new 


field trial management area 


Field Trial Records 


I BORROWED A BOOK several 
weeks ago and as the result, I 
have enjoyed several hours of 
pleasurable reading. I doubt if 
you can find a copy even should 
you so desire as the edition was 
limited to six hundred copies. The 
book entitled, “The Georgia-Flor- 
ida Field Trial Club” and edited 
by George M. Hunphrey and Dr. 
Shepard Krech, contains the rec- 
ords of the Georgia-Florida Field 
Trial Club and record of all field 
events from its beginning in 1916 
through 1948. In addition to the 
records, the book contains sev- 
eral chapters that were truly 
worthy of the time required to 
write them, and the time I spent 
in reading the same. 

Dissertation of Field Trials, 
along with a standard for a shoot- 
ing dog stake, leaves little ques- 
tion as to the qualifications of a 
class shooting dog. A report on 
the Thirteenth Annual Georgia- 
Florida Trial, by Coyle E. Moore, 
describes in vivid detail the ac- 
tual performance of class shooting 
dogs under field trial conditions. 
This Thirteenth Annual Field 
Trial in 1948 was held on the 
Forshalee Plantation some eight- 
een miles north of Tallahassee 
and I would like to quote from 
the second paragraph of this trial 
report. 
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“Folks, draw up your chairs— 
take an easy seat—and don’t get 
shocked. The entire trial takes 
four hours of running time. The 
entries are limited to sixteen and 
the heats are thirty minutes each. 
During the running, the dogs 
connected with 42 separate cov- 
eys, and twenty were disturbed 
by the gallery. Just think of mov- 
ing 62 coveys in four hours!!!! It 
is unbelievable!” 


One chapter entitled, ‘The 
Georgia Shooting Wagon and 
Other Rigs” might have been en- 
titled The Evolution and Passing 
of the Georgia Shooting Wagon, 
as this vehicle of the quail hunt 
is slowly being replaced by the 
jeep and other motor driven ve- 
hicles. The first shooting wagon 
arrived on the scene around 1880 
with the first models made by the 
Studebaker Company. Anyone 
who has ever hunted his majesty 
the bobwhite from such shooting 
wagon, will shed a tear at its pass- 
ing. While the jeep may be an 
efficient method of transportation 
in the hunting field, it will never 
possess the personality of a team 
of mules. 


While I enjoyed reading the 
book and reflecting on a passing 
trend, I am forced to comment on 
what I consider a really outstand- 
ing feat on the part of the Geor- 
gia-Florida Field Trial Club. The 
book contains a copy of the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws of the club 
and this contains less than two 
hundred words and has_ been 
amended only once. It is amazing 
that a club could operate and 
function for forty-eight years 
with such a minimum set of rules. 
It is even more amazing when I 
view the many pages of small 
type, single spaced By-Laws of 
the average hunting and fishing 
club, sportsmans' organization, 
and other sporting dog clubs. 
There may be a lesson in this. 


Field Trial Area Developed 


AT THE PUBLIC meeting held in 
Pensacola to discuss the hunting 
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Photo By Gene Smith 


A new field trial area on the St. Regis Wildlife Management Area, 
Escambia County, will offer opportunities for recreation and dog trials. 


and fishing rules and regulations 
for 1964-65, the subject of the 
field trial area on the new St. 
Regis Wildlife Management Area 
in Escambia County, was brought 
up. The folks attending the meet- 
ing went right along with the in- 
tent of the field trial area in that 
this portion of the new wildlife 
management area be used pri- 
marily for raising quail and for 
field trials. The Pensacola Point- 
ers and Setters Club met almost 
immediately after the public 
meeting and made arrangements 
for work parties to begin planting 
the necessary food and cover to 
improve the existing quail popu- 
lation. 


The club members voted to 
purchase a tractor and disc to be 
used in preparation of the food 
plots. The Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission has contributed 
1,000 pounds of seed and fertilizer 
and the club is buying an equal 
amount. This may be known as 
letting the grass grow under your 
feet. However, in this instance 
the grass is food and cover and 
the members of the Pensacola 
Pointers and Setters Club are not 
standing still, but by their very 


action they are helping this grass 
to grow. 


With the development of this 
newest of field trial areas in 
northwest Florida there will in 
all possibility be more Georgia 
and Alabama bird dogs competing 
with our own bird finders for top 
honors. This, of course, is not bad 
and will have a long range result 
in better quality bird dogs in the 
Sunshine State. 


The North Florida Amateur 
Retriever Club sponsored a one 
day retriever training clinic 
March 15 at Tallahassee, Florida. 
The clinic met with a tremendous 
success and opinions of the club 
members indicate that the train- 
ing clinic should become a 
monthly activity. The clinic was 
designed not so much for the con- 
firmed retriever field trial enthu- 
siast, as it was for the owners of 
the average hunting retriever, 
and not so much for the actual 
training of the dog, as it was 
training the handlers how to 
train their dogs. 


The clinic was conducted by 
Charles York of Pensacola who 


(Continued on page 35) 
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'HEN YOU GO into an auto- 
mobile agency and drive 
out with just-purchased brand 
new car you can expect to look 
forward to a reasonable period 
of trouble-free service. The same 
holds true of a new gun purchase. 
Eventually, however, there will 
be mechanical adjustments or 
outright repairs to be made. To 
make them properly and with fin- 
ished, professional appearance 
calls for use of the proper tools, 
whether the work is being done 
on car or gun. 

Further, unlike automobiles, 
many new guns have to be modi- 
fied or otherwise changed in cer- 
tain dimensions, to both physi- 
cally fit and satisfy individual 
owners. To obtain correct length 
of pull, for example, gun stocks 
frequently have to be shortened 
or lengthened. Similarly, comb 
height may have to be changed 
when a rifle stocked for metallic 
sight is fitted with a scope. Metal 
burrs and rough spots occurring 
in factory manufacturing opera- 
tions may need removal or 
smoothing. 

Just recently I acquired a big 
game rifle that was both objec- 
tionably and annoyingly rough of 
action. To remedy the condition, 
I had to completely disassemble 
working parts and carefully buff 
them to glass-smooth surface fin- 
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* MUZZLE FLASHES 





Shooters who really love and care for 


their guns invariably use top 


quality materials and repair work 


By EDMUND McLAURIN 


ish. There was all the difference 
in the world in mechanical func- 
tioning thereafter. 

If you are not mechanically in- 
clined or lack the proper tools to 
do the work yourself, then I 
strongly recommend that all your 
gun repair work be done either 
by the factory or by a local gun- 
smith with a reputation for com- 
petent performance. The time to 
have needed gun repair or altera- 
tion work done is NOW—between 
seasons—when work loads are not 
unduly heavy, as they are just be- 
fore every hunting season. 

The bugaboo connected with 
shipping a gun back to factory for 
minor repair work is the flat serv- 
ice charge that most manufactur- 
ers now make, in addition to 
charges for parts. The imposed 
service charge covers receiving, 
unpacking and activation of the 
repair work when the gun comes 
into the factory, and such things 
as final inspection, packing and 
checking out to carrier when 
called-for repairs are completed. 
Usually the charge has nothing 
at all to do with parts supplied, 
special stock work, rebarrelling 
or rebluing. This flat service 
charge usually is at least $5.00— 
even if the part required is a ten 
cent spring. 

Here again is sensible justifica- 
tion for utilizing the services of 


a competent local gunsmith, in- 
stead of factory servicing; in fact, 
gun manufacturers encourage the 
handling of minor repair and al- 
teration work on local gunsmith 
basis. 

I have a standing rule not to do 
gunsmithing work on the firearms 
of friends. First of all, I am not in 
the gunsmithing trade. Second, I 
simply don’t have the necessary 
extra time to accept odd gun- 
smithing jobs and, besides, nine 
times out of ten the gun owner is 
seeking service in a hurry—a 
service I cannot always provide. 
Finally, my insurance covers only 
personal property, not items 
which I might be asked to repair. 

Accordingly, I politely decline 
requests for gunsmithing work, 
although I may descriptively di- 
agnose troubles and_ provide 
needed technical information 
about—say—correct parts to re- 
place, special sighting combina- 
tions, best style of sling swivels; 
and then give sources of supply. 

If you own several guns and 
are in any sense mechanically in- 
clined you will find economy, 
convenience and pleasure in do- 
ing much of the necessary repair 
or alteration work yourself, while 
still depending on commercial 
services for such custom gun- 
smithing jobs as rebarreling, re- 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Photo By Gene Smith 


A view of the Blackwater 
River, at Milton, Fla., near 
the U.S. Highway 90 bridge. 
The Blackwater River offers 
abundant outdoor recreation 
for fishermen, boating en- 
thusiasts, water skiers and 
swimmers. 








FLORIDA FISHING FACTS | 
Blackwater River Watershed 


RAVELING THROUGH WEST Florida on U. S. 90, your 
.§ first sighting of the Blackwater River will be a 
breathtaking glimpse of sun-drenched skiers, swim- 
mers, an occasional transit fisherman, and high 
horsepower motors; jammed together on a lazy, but 
beautiful river. Place in the center of these activities 
a maze of pilings which support the U. S. 90 Bridge 
and you have an accurate picture of the Blackwater 
River at Milton, Florida. This activity subsides dur- 
ing the cooler months, and the fisherman takes his 


turn at the river and enjoys the fishing as much 


as the skiers enjoyed their sport. 





The Blackwater River Watershed includes portions of Santa 
Rosa and Okaloosa counties. The watershed lies in extreme 
northwest Florida, and stretches from the Florida-Alabama 
state line south to East Bay, which empties into the Gulf of 
Mexico. This Lake and Stream Survey Report covers the im- 
portant waters centering around the Blackwater River and 
Bear Lake. 
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A Special Lake and Stream 
Survey Report 


KEITH BYRD, Biologist 
PAUL MILLER, Biologist Aide 


Following the Blackwater upstream from Milton, 
beautiful white sandy beaches and coffee colored 
waters clash with occasional bluffs of grey clay. 
There are many excellent sites for camping and pic- 
nicking along the banks of the Blackwater River. 
Motors over 30 hp will have trouble ascending the 
upper reaches due to sand bars, logs, etc.; smaller 
rigs will be able to reach a good deal of the best 
fishing areas without too much trouble. 

With the increasing pollution problem in the Es- 
cambia River at Pensacola, Florida, the Blackwater 
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River is receiving an increase in fishing pressure 
along with its neighbor, the Yellow River. 

The best fishing areas of the Blackwater River are 
the “out-of-the-way” sloughs, lakes and tributaries 
that receive little boat traffic. Blackwater Bay is 
good for mixed strings of shellcracker, bass, speckled 
trout, red drum, and flounder. It is not uncommon 
to find such a mixed string of fish, and it breaks the 
monotony while “cracker” fishing to latch onto a 
fat two pound flounder. 


The Blackwater River 


Date of Survey: 1962, 1963 

Length: Approximately 43 miles from the Ala- 
bama line to Milton, Florida, at Highway 90. 

Location: Santa Rosa and Okaloosa Counties, 


Florida. 





Florida State News Bureau Photo 


Spoons and similar artificial 
baits are proven enticers for 
largemouth bass. Best angling 
areas are out of the way 
sloughs and lakes. 


Upstream from Milton the 
Blackwater River flows 
through scenic areas of tall 
pines, sand beaches, and oc- 
casional bluffs of grey clay. 
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Average Width: Upper Section 110 Feet; Lower 
Section 300 Feet. 


Average Depth: Upper Section 2’ to 3’; Lower 
Section 12’ to 15’ 


Water Color: Clear in the northern parts tinted 
by natural acids and sediments. South of Big Cold- 
water Creek the water is stained darker. 


Bottom Type: Mostly sand, some silt and mud at 
Milton and north for several miles. 


Aquatic Vegetation: Pickerel weed, sawegrass, 
cattails 


Accessibility and Availability 


There are eight access points in the Blackwater 
River Watershed. There is one public concrete ramp 
in downtown Milton. Privately owned ramps are 
available for public use at Safe Harbor Marina and 
Phil White’s Marina, both of which are also in 
downtown Milton. On the river’s east bank (also in 
Milton) are two launching ramps whose use has 
been discontinued by the U. S. Navy Personnel 
Services. These ramps are available for public use. 
A ramp of shell construction is in Bagdad. Ramps 
constructed by the Florida Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission are located at Deaton Bridge, 
Bryant Bridge and Bear Lake. Only Bear Lake is 
accessible from the ramp located there. 


Fluctuation: Seasonal fluctation occurs in all 


(Continued on next page) 


Photo By Gene Smith 

















Photo By Paul Miller 


Getting away from it all in the restful surroundings of the 
Blackwater River near Bryant Bridge in Okaloosa County. 


(Continued from preceding page) 
areas. Fluctuations are proportionate to the amount 
of rainfall received in Alabama. 


Fishing History: Excellent fishing in the Black- 
water Bay area for mixed strings of both salt and 
fresh water species. The river is pollution free and 
its waters are cool, seldom reaching above the high 
70’s in mid-summer. 


Fishing Pressure Estimate: Approximately 12,000 
man days per year. 


Fishing Methods: There are some unique fishing 
methods in use in this watershed due to the fact 
that the Blackwater River and its tributaries are 
very shallow. A common practice among local fish- 
ermen (and a very few outsiders) is to bundle to- 
gether worms, pole and an old inner tube and head 
for a bridge or some accessible point on the river 
from which to depart. The pole and worms are the 
same familiar equipment; the inner tube serves as 
your boat. A swimming suit is the best attire for 
this trip for obvious reasons. You should make ar- 
rangements with your wife or a buddy to pick you 
up at a pre-selected downstream spot. All you do is 
drift in your inner tube and fish, providing of course 
that you don’t hit a snag, fall off (or out) or your 
wife doesn’t get tired of waiting and call a search 
party. Other methods are wading and fishing with a 
small limber cane pole in the deeper eddies and pot 
holes along the banks. 
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In the deeper parts of the river and the bay area 
live shrimp is a favorite bait for large bream, catfish, 
bass, and salt water species. These are caught by 
fishing with rod and reel using a heavy sinker to put 
the bait near the bottom. 


Spoons and artificial lures are still Number One 
for Mr. Bass and Pickerel, the Yellow Sally and 
Black Worm being the best. 


Recommendations: The river is at present pollu- 
tion free and in general most people are satisfied. To 
quote one typical camp operator, “Everything is fine 
on the Blackwater, if it can just be kept pollution 
free.” 


Interviews with local people indicate a desire by 
fishermen to see logs, dead trees, etc. pushed into 
the river along its banks. It seems that many years 
ago quite a few logs, trees, etc. were removed from 
the banks and other areas of the river hurting the 
fishing and cutting down on fish shelter areas. 


Catchable Fishes of the Blackwater Watershed 


Alabama Chubsucker Abundant 
Bluegill Abundant 
Largemouth Bass Common 
Warmouth Common 
Stumpknocker Occasional 
Shellcracker Occasional 
Longear Sunfish Rare 
Chain Pickerel Occasional 
Channel Cat Rare 
Yellow Cat Common 
White Cat Rare 
Bowfin Occasional 
Spotted Sucker Occasional 
Striped Mullet Occasional 
Gafftopsail Catfish Occasional 
Sea Catfish Common 
Silver Trout Rare 

Pond Creek 


Although a small tributary of the Blackwater 
River, this creek should not be overlooked for fish- 





Large-size bluegill-bream are abundant in the 
Blackwater River, its tributaries, and Bear Lake. 
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Photos By Gene Smith 


Public swimming and picinc area, left, and one of the new picnic 
shelters, right, on Pond Creek. This recreation area is located about 
three miles west of Milton on U.S. Highway 90, in Santa Rosa County. 


ing thrills. A large (29) chain pickerel (jack) was 
collected by the team as well as warmouth and a 
variety of suckers, bluegill and bass. Saltwater 
species also migrate to this area in the winter. 


Large alligator snapping turtles were observed, 
but their weight and sharp claws were too much 
for our nylon sampling nets, consequently, none 
were collected. Several in the 70 lb. class were seen, 
however. 


Access to Pond Creek is easiest by the boat ramp 
at Bagdad, and it is only a few minutes run from 
Bagdad north to the mouth of Pond Creek. A small 
pram and motor or a canoe could be launched at 
either of the parks on Pond Creek, which are at the 
intersection of U. S. 90 and Pond Creek west of 
Milton. 


The parks at Pond Creek offer excellent picnick- 
ing facilities, sanitary facilities, water for drinking 
and cooking, and a cool shady place for a refreshing 
swim. There are plenty of big shade trees, concrete 
tables, and waste disposal cans for refuse. 





Photo By Wallace Hughes 


The edible Alabama chubsucker is another common 
fish found throughout the Blackwater Watershed. 
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Catchable Fish Present 


Alabama Chubsucker Extremely Abundant 
Bluegill Common 
Bowfin Occasional 
Chain Pickerel Occasional 
Largemouth Bass Common 
Spotted Sunfish 

(Stumpknocker) Occasional* 
Spotted Sucker Occasional 
Warmouth Abundant 
Yellow Catfish Occasional 


*FRorty Acre Pond which is the head of Pond 
Creek is extremely abundant with Spotted Sunfish. 


Bear Lake 


Bear Lake is a 107 acre man-made lake impounded 
in 1959 by the Fish Management Division of the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 


It is stocked with bass, bluegill, shellcracker, and 
channel catfish after complete renovation by Com- 
mission personnel. 


Opening day on May 5, 1961, was a revelation as 
the fish management techniques employed during 
the closed season resulted in a tremendous harvest 
of large, fat, healthy fish. 


It has, since that opening day, improved even 
more and exceeded many hopes and changed many 
an old-timer’s view of the “‘fish-ologist.” 


Bear Lake is a managed lake in every sense of the 
word. Two large valves control the flow of water 
from the lake. Vegetation is controlled by chemical 
sprays and nutrients added to the lake. Even the 

(Continued on next page) 
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Photo B 


(Continued from preceding page) 
food supply for the fish is under control of the biolo- 
gist. 

You will not be disappointed in a trip to Bear 
Lake, and you might even take along a salt water 
fishing rig to do battle with Mr. Channel Catfish 
who is boss of that place. You should leave your 
motor at home, though. Motors are not allowed on 
Bear Lake, but you can bring your boat and a set of 
good sturdy oars. 

Bear Lake has been designated a Fish Manage- 
ment Area by the Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission and as such, in accordance with the rules 
governing these areas, a valid Florida freshwater 
fishing license (any series) is required, regardless 
of tackle used or county of residence. 


Date of Survey: September, 1963. 

Size: 107 acres. 

Location: 2 miles east of Munson, Florida 4% mile 
north of State Road 4. 

Water Color: Stained. 

Aquatic Vegetation: Some cattails, but these and 
any other aquatic plants are controlled as the need 
arises. 

Bottom Type: Mud and sand. 

Depth: 23 feet, average. 

Fluctuation: Negligible (controlled by Com- 
mission). 

Accessibility and Availability: Excellent, % mile 
of graded dirt road off of State Road 4. Concrete 
ramp at lake. 

Fishing History: Excellent. 

Best Fishing Areas: All along edge of lake and 
around bushes. Also good toward the center of the 


lake. 


16 





Bear Lake is a special Fish 
Management Area, managed by 
the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission, Anglers will find an 
abundant population of channel 
catfish, largemouth bass, and 
bream such as this string dis- 
played by Bear Lake fisherman. 


Fishing Pressure: An average of 4,240 man days 
per month, April thru July. 


Fishing Pressure ‘per acre’: An average of 39.6 
man days per acre during April and thru July. 


Catchable Fish Present 
Game Fish 


Name Relative Abundance 
Largemouth Bass Common 
Bluegill (Bream) Abundant 
Shelleracker (Redear Abundant 

Sunfish) 
Channel Catfish Common 


Big Coldwater Creek 
Date of Survey: June, 1963 


There are no access points on this tributary. Its 
waters are shallow and generally swift. Bushes and 
trees overhang most of the shoreline. No fishing 
party was encountered on this creek; consequently 
no data was collected as to fishing pressure, etc. 

Interviews with local people indicated that only a 
few farm boys fish the creek, usually for Catfish. 
A few Bream are taken at various isolated spots 
along the creek by country boys who have thor- 
oughly “explored” the area and know exactly how 
and where to fish—secrets only small boys possess. 

This stream will offer the intruder in this area his 
one and possibly only look at a peaceful creek free 
of even a paper cup to litter the banks. Not one beer 
can, paper plate, or candy wrapper was spotted by 
members of the team. This fact certainly is an indi- 
cation of the infrequency of visitors to a very pic- 
turesque creek. 
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Although it offers little to a “sitting” or boating 
fisherman, a wading expedition might prove very in- 
teresting to a fly rod fan. 


Several deep holes were observed and attempts 
were made at population samples, but the very swift 
and cold water (72°) soon diluted the chemicals; 
consequently, no fish were collected. 


Juniper and Sweetwater Creeks 


Juniper Creek and its sister, Sweetwater Creek, 
can not be fished by any type of boat other than a 
canoe, inner tube, or drift in a small pram. They are 
extremely shallow (1-2’) and swift, cool, fairly 
wide (20’ upper end, 50’ toward mouth) and sandy. 


Eight boat ramps, including 

two privately owned, are 

located throughout the Black- 
water River Watershed. 


mm cooreaeTion WITH 
POR COUNTY 


A view of Big Coldwater 

Creek, an important tributary 

of the Blackwater River, at 

State Road 87 bridge, Santa 
Rosa County. 
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They can be fished by wading and fishing the “pot 
holes.” 3 


Catchable Fish Present 


Spotted Bass Common 
Southern Rock Bass Occasional 
Spotted Sunfish 

(Stumpknocker) Common 
Longear Sunfish Common 
Chain Pickerel Occasional 
Redfin Pickerel Occasional 
Spotted Sucker Common 
Blacktail Redhorse 

Sucker Occasional 
Alabama Chubsucker Occasional 





Summary 


The Blackwater River Watershed offers a con- 
siderable amount of fishing territory, but in general 
the Blackwater River cannot be fished by boat and 
motor beyond Coldwater Creek. Coldwater Creek is 
impassable with a 20 hp motor beyond State Road 
191. Juniper Creek and Sweetwater Creek are not 
accessible by boat and motor, except during high 
water stages. 

The Blackwater River is fished for fresh water 
species from Bagdad north to above the Coldwater 
junction. The Shellcrackers (Redear Sunfish) bed 
as far south as Bagdad in the Blackwater Bay. 

Pond Creek is ascendable from Bagdad to U. S. 90. 

Only Bear Lake is accessible from the ramp lo- 
cated there. 

Take your pick—Lake fishing? Try Bear Lake. 
Drift or wade fishing? Juniper Creek or Coldwater 
Creek. Saltwater and Fresh water fishing in one 
place? Blackwater Bay. Fresh water only? Black- 
water River. Picnicking, swimming and fishing? 
Pond Creek. There is some type of fishing to suit 
every taste in the Blackwater Watershed, so give it a 
try. 
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Lake and Stream 


Survey Team No. 1 


JOHN T. BROWN, 


Project Leader 


PAUL J. MILLER, 


Fisheries Specialist 


NORMA WALSH, 


Secretary-Draftsman 


The Escambia 


HE ESCAMBIA RIVER BEGINS its seaward journey in 

the rich farming country of Alabama just north 
of Brewton. There it picks up the highly fertile Ala- 
bama soil and churns it with the equally rich soil of 
the northwestern farm lands of Florida. From the 
Florida-Alabama state line it makes a 434% mile run 
to empty its prize cargo into the Escambia Bay. This 
river is, as a result of such a surrounding watershed, 
fairy fertile and in years gone by has supported an 
excellent fish population. 

Its closeness to such a largely polluated area as 
Pensacola might some day be a great asset as a fresh 
water supply, and a recreational area for swimming, 
boating and water skiing. 
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The Escambia River, look- 

ing upstream from the U.S. 

Highway 90 bridge. The 

Escambia flows southward 

from above Brewton, Ala., 

and empties into Pensa- 
cola Bay. 


The Turner Bridge, U.S. 
Highway 90, spans the 
Escambia River north of 
Pensacola. In years gone 
by this river supported ex- 
cellent fish populations; 
the sport fishing value has 
dropped 80 percent since 
1952, because of pollution. 





River 


Several large industries utilize this river and con- 
sequently it is attractive to other industries. 

From the Florida line to State Road 184 this river 
looks much like any other. It has the typical dead 
trees, logs, various debris and brush piles along its 
banks. The shoreline alternates from swamps to 
small steep bluffs. It is fed by a few narrow streams 
with very cold and clear spring water. Above U. S. 
Highway 90 it widens out into a vast salt marsh full 
of reeds with the southwest side being the discerni- 
ble bank. ; 

Approaching the river from the east via U. S. 90 
it appears to be a vast sea of grass. The visitor to 
this area may be confused as to the location of the 
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Bream fishermen try their luck down- 
streams from Highway 90 bridge; Pen- 
sacola Bay can be seen in the background. 


main river due to this 24% mile expense. For this 
reason, the map of the river should be examined 
carefully, especially the mouth region. 

Public access is a problem, among others. This 
year, a new concrete ramp was constructed by the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
about one mile north of McDavid. A public boat 
ramp sign on U. S. 29 points to its location. A public 
ramp of shell construction is available at Cotton 
Lake. Good private ramps are available at the fish- 
ing camps on U. S. 90. 

Some care should be taken as to where you obtain 
your fresh water for coffee making. Water should be 
carried in, or obtained from one of the several 
springs or clearer tributaries. It might also be wise 
to be discreet in choosing a swimming spot, for this 
too we suggest not the river but a clean tributary. 


Photos By Gene Smith 


Fourteen fish camps serve 
fresh water anglers at 
various sites along the 
Escambia River. Several 
cater to salt water anglers. 
This camp is south of the 
U.S. Highway 90 bridge. 
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The better fishing areas of the Escambia River 
would certainly be between Florida State Road 4 
and Highway 184, in this area indications of fish re- 
production were discovered but nothing excep- 
tional or conclusive as to quantity or quality could 
be established. The time element prohibited exten- 
Sive investigations. 


There are a total of 14 fish camps on the Escambia 
River that cater to the freshwater fisherman. Sev- 
eral camp operators were interviewed that catered 
exclusively to the salt water anglers. 


The fish camps in the lower region offer excellent 
to fair facilities for any type of fishing. From these 
camps a great deal of speckled trout fishing is done 
in the Laura Point area and around White River. 


The fish camps in the upper section offer boats 
and bait, but few have motors for rent, and all but 
three of the fish camps have boat ramps. 


Scope of the Survey 


The Escambia Watershed reaches west to State 
Road 97 and 95 in Escambia County, and east to 
State Road 197 in Santa Rosa County. The river 
itself is the county line between these two counties. 
It is the first river one will encounter on a trip into 
Florida from the west; consequently it will have a 
first impression effect upon our visitors and boating 
or fishing enthusiasts. 


In this report the survey centers on the main river 
itself. 


The Escambia River 
Date of Survey: 1960 and 1963. 


Location: Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties. 

Fishing Pressure: 4,591 fisherman days per year. 

Fishing Value: Decreasing rapidly since 1952; 
estimated drop of 80%. 

Length: 42 miles from Alabama line to U. S. 90. 


(Continued on page 34) 
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A Limpkin, with a freshly caught Pomacea snail, heads for shore. 
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PHOTO STORY BY WALLACE HUGHES 


The Pomacea Snail, main food of the Limpkin, is large 
in size, measuring about 22 to 3 inches in diameter. 


THE 
LIMPKIN 


NE OF THE MOST distinctive and strangest wild 
sounds to be heard in Florida comes from the 
throat of a rather large (26 inches long), long-legged, 
long-billed, brown bird called the Limpkin. Its pene- 
trating cry of “Kur-r-ee-ow, Kur-ree-ow, kr-ow, kr- 
ow” uttered at intervals day and night, and carrying 


for as far as a mile, has earned it the name of “Crying 
Bird.” 


The Crying Bird is close relative of both the Florida 
Crane and the Clapper Rail (Marsh Hen), exhibiting 


many characteristics of each. The Limpkin’s eggs are 
identical in looks to that of the Crane, and its newly 
hatched young are downy black like young rails. Its 
flight is crane-like, with neck outstretched and legs 


trailing behind. © 
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The Wakulla Springs hcme of the Limpkin, 
right, with its shoreline littered with empty 
snail shells, reminders of past meals. 
Found throughout the Peninsula of Florida 
west to Ponce de Leon Springs, the Limp- 
kin is most common at Wakulla Springs 
(where opportunities for observation are 
excellent), the Kissimmee River Valley to 
Lake Okeechobee, and portions of the Ever- 
glades. Main food is the large Pomacea 
Snail which it captures by wading “hip- 
deep,” center left, in “snail waters.” The 
center right photo shows how the long bill 
is handily used when “fishing” for snails. 
Once a snail is captured, lower photo, the 
Limpkin carries it to shore, deposits it in 
the mud, and with a deft twitch of its bill, 
removes the protective covering from the 
shell’s opening, gulping down what is con- 
sidered prime fare. It also eats freshwater 
mussels and other aquatic animal life. Male 
and female Limpkins are colored alike and 
difficult to tell apart, although when seen 
together, the larger size of the male is 
evident. The male seems to “cry” longer 
and louder than the female. 
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HILE THERE IS ADMITTEDLY an element of un- 

adulterated luck connected with successful 
bowhunting, veteran bowhunters—those who make 
a serious try every season—know that pre-season 
practice pays off. 


Like riflemen, they realize that if they can confine 
aiming errors to a relatively small impact area, not 
exceeding an imaginary 14-inch square encompass- 
ing the heart and lungs of a deer, sooner or later 
they'll eat venison. For them, every shot does not 
have to be a bull’s-eye, only that all shots hit within 
the imposed 14-inch square. The idea makes 
sense. . 


Among Florida West Coast bowhunters, Charley 
and Vera Heinz rarely miss a weekend of field 
archery practice. The man and wife team are fre- 
quently joined by another couple, John and Adele 
Sugden, and by Vera’s brother, Fred Kingery. Sug- 
den, it will be recalled, tied with the country’s best 
professionals at the Daytona Beach national tourna- 
ment, although competing as an amateur. The others 
are consistently good performers, too. Shared prac- 
tice in such company is enjoyable and beneficial, but 
almost hopeless competitively. However, just watch- 
ing them shoot is an incentive to better bowhunt- 
ing. 

They were all out on the local range, releasing 
whizzing feathered shafts at a variety of lifesize 
animal figure targets the particular afternoon I 
chose for practice. 


Naturally, group conversation got around to the 
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Powerful hunting bows are not needed for pheas- 
ant hunting. Most shots are at close range where 
even the lightest of bows can be effective. 


subject of hunting. For most bowhunters it is far too 
long between established open seasons. 

“Mac, when are we going to have another pheas- 
ant hunt?” Fred Kingery asked. He was referring to 
a Saturday two years prior, when twenty-five arch- 
ers spread out on a weed-grown pasture of the Dixie 
Lily Ranch, near Williston, then walked slowly 
forward in a long wavering line to flush hidden birds 
for Florida’s first pheasant hunt with bow and ar- 
rows. The idea had been my brain-child. 

At the time, the proposed hunt had great personal 
appeal. Given advance publicity on TV, the an- 
nounced plans brought visits, phone calls, telegrams 
and letters from interested bowhunters all over the 
state. It had been a problem to firmly hold the group 
to agreed upon size. 

Socially, the hunt had been a great success; from 
game kill viewpoint, it had questionable status. 
Twenty-five hunters tramped the fields for hours, 
but bagged only four birds, despite numerous 
chances! 

“Hadn’t given a second hunt much thought,” I 
confessed. 

“Then do, please,’ Vera urged. “Everyone who 
participated in the hunt had a grand time. They’d 
like another chance.” 

“Well, Pll see what can be arranged,” I promised. 

“This time let’s experimentally try a smaller 
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group and possibly operate closer to home,” Fred 
suggested. “Isn’t there a hunt preserve closer to 
home base?” 


“There’s the Beauregard Hunt Preserve near 
Sarasota. Pheasant hunting there is reputed to be 
very good. I haven’t hunted there myself, but some 
friends have. They like it very much.” 


The preserve is only ten minutes from downtown 
Sarasota, yet ideally vast. Open fields, rolling acres 
of grass and palmettos, and the high banks of the 
Braden River and Cedar Creek provide plenty of 
natural cover for game, especially released pheas- 
ants and quail. There are more than 2,000 acres, all 
fenced in. Like most other Florida pay-as-you-go 
shooting preserves, Beauregard operates from Oc- 
tober 1 through March 31 of each year. ... 


When I approached H. Clay Gardenhire, Jr., of 
the Beauregard Hunt Preserve, about the possibility 
of staging a special pheasant hunt with bow and 
arrows, he was outright skeptical, especially in re- 
spect to the plan of stringing the archers out in a 
line and then walking through the brush to find and 
flush the birds. As already stated, the idea had been 
used in connection with the initial, partially suc- 
cessful pheasant hunt attempted at the Dixie Lily 
Preserve. But Clay vetoed the proposed plan of 
operation. 

“You'll have to use dogs, and hunt the birds like 
you do quail with a gun,” he stated. “But I don’t see 
how you can expect to hit pheasants on wing with 
an arrow!” he added skeptically. “They fly hard 
and fast.” 


Pheasants were 
difficult 

but not 
impossible 
targets for 

the bow 


and arrow 
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“It can be done,” I said confidently. “In fact, it 
has been done.” 


“All right! We’ll give it a try,” Clay promised. 
“When do you plan to come?” 


“It will have to be on a Saturday,” I said. “Work- 
ing hours won’t permit the group to assemble on 
any other day. Besides, one man, at least, will have 
to come from Tampa, and another from Tarpon 
Springs, to meet those of us from St. Petersburg.” 


“Then suppose you phone me at least a day 
ahead of time. We have a downtown Sarasota office 
as well as a direct line. The number is 955-7191.” 


“Will do!” I promised, as I jotted down the phone 
number. “Soon as I can get my group to agree on a 
date.” 

It is one thing to stage an open event where it is 
the responsibility of each competitor to be at a 
named place at a stated time, and an altogether 
different matter to assemble a selected group! There 
was a delay of at least two weeks before I could put 
through a call to Clay. It took that long to contact 
all principals and select a date convenient to every- 
one. 

Somehow Wyatt Blassingame, the writer, got 
wind of our plans, and called from his Anna Maria 
Island home to ask that he be included. He said he 
would meet us at the hunt preserve, since he would 
be only a few miles from the acreage. (Wyatt did 
meet us, and was so intrigued with the special hunt 
and the recreational possibilities of bowhunting that 


(Continued on next page) 


Charley Heinz bagged the first pheasant with a 
perfect hit, and received mixed comments when 
showing off the bird for group _ inspection. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
he requested Garland Creason to help him select a 
bow and show him how to use it.) 

Now, in my opinion, the best time to hunt birds 
is early of morning when the ground is moist and 
scent is strong and undispersed by increasing heat 
and rising thermal currents. My intention was to 
reach the hunt preserve and to start operations by 
8:30 A.M. at the latest. It was not to be. 

Garland had to come over from Tampa, and was 
further delayed by having to work an hour and a 
half overtime. (He is on his employer’s night shift.) 
Fred Kingery, from up Tarpon Springs-way, was 
also late. 

It was mid-morning by the time we had made 
rendezvous with Wyatt Blassingame and the Beau- 
regard Hunt Preserve personnel at the preserve’s 
Spacious and attractive clubhouse. 

We paused only for coffee and change of clothes. 
Clay said that snakeproof leggings were available for 
those who wanted to use them. 

“Snakes bad?” Wyatt asked. 

“Not very. However, we have killed two big 


rattlers during the past week. The recent heavy 


rains have got them on the move. It pays to be 
careful,” Clay explained. 

“We will!” Garland said. “A big rattler is the last 
thing I want to meet—that is, unless I see him first 
and at a safe distance.” 

We piled into two waiting Jeeps. A station wagon 
loaded with dogs would follow. 

As we pulled away from the clubhouse and 
headed for distant acreage, we made an impressive 
caravan. 

“It’s like being on safari!” Garland, sitting behind 
me, yelled into an ear as we noisily bounced along 
a winding road that seemingly got rougher with 
every yard of progress. The drivers hit a fast clip, 
and conversation was largely passed up in favor of 
hanging on and keeping possession of our various 
items of equipment. Despite precautionary care in 
storing it in the Jeep, my camera bag got heavy 
jouncing. The camera itself I covered with a hand- 
kerchief against dust and held protectively with one 
hand... 

A powerful hunting bow is not needed to shoot 
pheasants. Most shots are at close range, where 
even the lightest of bows can be effective. Likewise, 
special styles of arrows are not needed; in fact, all 
members of the party were using old and assorted 
arrows that they didn’t mind losing in the palmettos 
and high grass growth. Target arrows and flu-flus 
were mixed with broadheads left over from the last 
deer hunting season; the incongruity didn’t matter 
to the hunters—nor would it to the pheasants. 

Wing shooting with a bow is not haphazard re- 
leasing of an arrow at a moving target. The archer 
does aim. Also, he is able to see his misses, note 
obvious errors and attempt to make corrections on 
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The morning was hot. At regular intervals the 
hard-working dogs had to be given a cooling drink. 


succeeding similar shots. When possible, most bow- 
men like to take a few warm-up shots on tossed 
up cardboard discs or thrown cans before attempting 
shots at game birds in flight... . 


After about ten minutes of travel, Clay signaled 
for the following vehicles to stop. 

“We'll try it here,” he called out. Two dogs were 
released. They started working within seconds and 
seemed to know exactly what they were doing. 

The dogs were soon on point. With inherited chiv- 
alry of true Southern gentlemen, we told Vera to 
attempt the first shot. She quickly climbed from the 
Jeep, nocked an arrow and slowly advanced on the 
spot where the frozen figures of the dogs indicated 
a bird was being temporarily held at bay. 

The flush—when it came—was fast but ideally low 
and fairly straight away. Vera’s released arrow over- 
took the winging bird and zipped past. It was a close 
miss—very close! 

“Tough luck!” Garland consoled. Vera was ob- 
viously chagrined about her miss, but she owed no 
apology for it. Her shot had been well executed in 
all embodied steps. 

“What you bowhunters need is a rig that releases 
a pattern of arrows, like the shot pattern of a shot- 
gun,” Clay commented. 

“There is a so-called ‘shotgun arrow,” Fred ex- 
plained. “When shot in the manner of a regular 
arrow, it soon after releases a shower of small darts 
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ahead of it. There is also a special head that can be 
utilized to load and release a shower of BB’s.” 

“Yeah, but the shotgun arrow, in my opinion, sort 
of gets away from the working principle of making 
a Clean kill with a single small missile,” Charley 
injected. 

“I agree,’ Garland said. “The true bowhunter 
will want to stick to conventional style hunting 
arrows.” 

“Why not try something in the way of a compro- 
mise—have two or more shooters try to hit the 
same bird?” Wyatt suggested. 

“That makes sense,” I commented. 

Accordingly, Charley and Garland teamed to 
make the next attempt. We all climbed back into 
the Jeeps and slowly followed the ranging dogs. At 
intervals, Clay would whistle sharply and order 
them to work closer to the vehicles. Eventually, 
they located and pointed another bird. The already 
faltering Jeeps came to full stop and we all piled 
out. At the last minute, Fred decided to shoot, too. 

The three bowmen spread out in readiness for the 
expected target. Again the flush came with startling 
suddenness, but all three archers were able to take 
quick aim and release a single arrow each. Two of 
the shafts missed, but Charley’s cut the pheasant’s 
escape flight abruptly short. It was a perfectly cen- 
tered hit. 

“Nice going!”. . . “What a shot!” Did you 
see that?”. . . “You were born lucky!”. . . were 
among the chorus of comments that followed. 


The bowhunting equipment used elicited a 
lot of interest from the younger generation. 
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Charley retrieved his kill and held it up for in- 
spection. All members of the party were in smiles. 
It was encouraging to have made a kill on only sec- 
ond attempt. 


Vera added to the recognition by giving her hus- 
band a rewarding kiss. We whistled appreciatively. 


The dogs were again ranging back and forth, 
searching the ground and tall grass for scent, but the 
fast-developing morning heat made bird finding diffi- 
cult. One onf the dogs became exhausted and suf- 
fered heat prostration. Clay lost no time in starting 
treatment, and in getting the obviously tired dogs 
back in the shade of their cages. Replacements were 
released from the dog carrier that had followed us 
into the fields. 


Meanwhile, Fred had chanced upon a coral rock 
formation amid the abundant palmettos, and was 
having a grand time flushing rabbits from hiding. 
However, he didn’t get any. The bunnies zigged and 
zagged enough to make him repeatedly miss, al- 
though he came close to scoring several times. 


Proof that single shot accuracy is more efficient 
than multiple firepower, whether with bow or gun, 
was demonstrated on the next point. This time the 
dogs had pointed a quail, something the hunters did 
not know until the bird rocketed into flight from 
almost underfoot. The angle was such that everyone 
could safely shoot. 


Fred, Vera and Charley shot almost in unison, 
but their shafts whizzed harmlessly past the brown 
bombshell. Garland’s shot was slow of execution— 
and long of range—but when he finally released his 
shaft it sped true and neatly intercepted the fast 
moving target. Howard Hill couldn’t have done bet- 
ter. 


Our acknowledgment was a mixture of acclaim 
and derision. While everyone admired the colorful 
execution of a very difficult shot, still, it was simply 
plain human nature for us to let Garland know that 
we also considered him a lucky hunter. He merely 
grinned good naturedly. 


Garland seemingly has a knack for coming 
through when shooting odds are heavily adverse, be 
the target a high-tailing deer or one of quail-size. 

The next three birds pointed by the dogs and 
flushed from hiding rose and swung so sharply on 
takeoff that the best the hunters could do was snap- 
shoot. Arrow paths ranged from close to wide of 
target. One bird, particularly, weathered a barrage 
that seemed a sure bet to cut it down. 


The dogs were obviously feeling the heat, and 
finding it more and more difficult to locate and un- 
tangle scent trails. Finally, they cornered a bird and 
struck a point. We moved in quickly. 

This time Fred made a kill. His arrow overtook 
the target, an iridescent-hued cock pheasant. The 


(Continued on page 35) 
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CHERRY LAKE, Madison County 


Suwannee River Watershed 


HERRY LAKE Is A beautiful, almost circular lake of 
approximately 600 acres, located at Cherry Lake 
community, which is eight miles north of Madison, 
just off State Road 53, in Madison County, Florida. 
The results of the fish population survey in this 
lake, conducted in March, 1961, show that the 
game fish are in good balance and present in 
good numbers. 

There does, however, appear to be an over 
population of golden shiners, a favorite natural 
food of largemouth bass. 

This condition accounts for the widely heard 
complaints about not being able to catch bass in 
Cherry Lake, aired chiefly by fishermen who 
always prefer and insist upon using artificial lures. 

While these fellows, if they are persistent, do land 
some mighty nice bass, they have to fish longer 
and at the most suitable times of the day—suitable 
to Mr. Bass, that is, not to themselves. 

The answer seems to lie in trying live shiners as 
bait, or using a variety of lures that simulate 
silvery minnows; in discovering the best times of 
day to fish; in learning from local people the most 
likely areas in which to fish. 

Bream fishing receives no complaints and is fine 
with worms, crickets, or artificial bugs. They bite 
best in the early morning. 

Speckled perch fishermen employ various tackle 
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but almost always bait with live minnows and fish 
in open water. 

Don’t be surprised if you catch a nice chain 
pickerel, or jack fish as he is called. They take 
minnows and white skirted rigs or other light 
colored baits (like a pork rind) when dropped into 
an opening in the grass. 

There is no free launching facility on the lake. 
There are two ramps, however, one on the north 
side and another on the south, which charge a 
nominal fee for launching and provide picnic and 
swimming areas in the bargain. 


Date of Survey: March, 1961. 
Area: Approximately 600 acres. 


Location: Cherry Lake, Florida, Madison County 
—8 miles north of Madison, Florida, off State 
Road 53. 


Aquatic Vegetation: Maiden cane, yellow water 
lily, pickerel weed. 


Bottom Type: Mud and silt covering hard sand. 
Depth: Averages 12-13 feet; maximum 16 feet. 
Fluctuation: Negligible. 


Accessibility and Availability: No free public 
boat ramp. One pay ramp on north side of Roberts 
Fish Camp and another pay ramp on south side at 
beach and picnic area, $1.00 per launch either ramp. 
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Fishing History: According to long-time local 
residents, fishing history of the lake has been very 
good. 

Fishing Methods: For bass try casting with 
plastic worms of all colors, also top water plugs 
near pads and grass on deep running varieties in 
open water; also try live shiners. 

For all bream, worms and cane pole are best 
with small hook, light sinker and float. Speckled 
perch fishermen employ various tackle but usually 
baited with live minnows and fish in open water. 

Chain pickerel bite variety of lures; prefer white 
shirted rig or pork rind; also minnows fished in 
open spots in grass. 

Estimated Fishing Pressure: 5,476 total fishermen 
days per year. 

Recommendations: This lake should be fished 
more heavily in order to assure an adequate 
harvesting of adult fish to make room for inter- 
mediate and smaller sized fish. 

Free public access facilities are needed to en- 
courage more fishing on Cherry Lake. 


Lake Octahatchee 


N OUT-OF-THE-wAy lake that affords some fine 
A scenery as well as good fishing for north Flor- 
ida and south Georgia folk, Lake Octahatchee is 
definitely on the way up. 

It has had serious water hyacinth problems in 
the past, making navigation and fishing equally 
difficult. But since the program of hyacinth con- 
trol has once more opened up the water to fisher- 
men, look for increasing fishing success in Lake 
Octahatchee. | 

All of the usual game fish were found to be 
present in encouraging numbers in the lake’s fish 
population. 

The Lake and Stream Survey revealed that 
bass, bluegill, warmouth, and chain pickerel (jack) 
were all available in numbers and fair sizes. 

The long, irregular shoreline of Lake 
Octahatchee, with its cypress trees and grassy mar- 
ginal areas, provides an abundance of good fishing 
spots. 

Fishing methods here vary to suit personal 
tastes—cane poles for most; spinning and casting 
equipment for many, depending on the multitude 
of factors that supposedly affect the sport 
universally. 


Date of Survey: April & May, 1962. 

Area: Approximately 332.8 acres. 

Location: Seven miles west of Jennings, Hamil- 
ton County, Florida. 

Aquatic Vegetation: Maiden cane, yellow water 
lily, water hyacinth. 

Bottom Type: Mud, decayed organic matter 
(dead water hyacinth). 
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Depth: 6-7 feet east of dam; 15 feet west of dam. 
Fluctuation: 2-3 feet yearly. 


Accessibility and Availability: Lake is difficult to 
find because of meandering graded roads and lack 
of signs. Best launching site is a dirt landing on the 
northeast arm of the lake on privately owned land. 


Fishing History: Notable as a good fishing lake 
for years until water hyacinth choked almost entire 
lake. Fishing then declined. Since hyacinth control 
has been established, it is once again gaining a 
reputation as a good place to catch fish. It is 
expected to improve as decaying water hyacinth 
layer on entire bottom is eventually gone and with 
it the high carbon dioxide content of the water. 


Recommendations: This lake has received con- 
siderable renovation work and attention by the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
and in order to promote fishing it needs at least 
one public boat ramp and directional signs to the 
lake. 


Ocean Pond 


CEAN PonpD Is A VERY accessible lake at Olustee 
Baker County, Florida, just a stone’s throw 
off U.S. 90. 

It has a concrete boat launching ramp, a swim- 
ming area, public docks on two sides, picnic tables, 
and camp sites. 

The work of Lake and Stream Survey team in 
1961-62 reflected the presence of only a fair 


(Continued on next page) 


OCEAN POND, Baker County Photos By Gene Smith 
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population of catchable fish and noted a low rate 
of fishing success. The chief factor responsible for 
this only fair population of fish is that which 
plagues most of the natural and undeveloped 
lakes of Northeast Florida. That factor is lack of 
fertility and relatively acid water. These conditions 
are obviously responsible for the declining fishing 
pressure on Ocean Pond. 

Bass, speckled perch, and bluegill are caught by 
a few local fishermen who have fished the lake 
consistently and know what they’re up against, but 
it appears very unlikely that an average fisherman 
not familiar with the situation could catch enough 
to brag about. 

More and more in recent years this lake has 
become a popular boating and water skiing mecca 
for residents of the surrounding counties during the 
summer months, and it appears that this trend 
toward forms of water recreation other than fishing 
has altered considerably the use of Ocean Pond as a 
fishing lake in the strict sense of the word. 

Fishing around the old pilings left from logging 
days and near the staked brush piles is probably 
best for “specks” and bream. Bass fishing is, as 
usual, better along the margins of the lake in early 
morning. 


Date of Survey: July, 1961—February, 1962. 

Location: At Olustee, Baker County, Florida, 13 
miles east of Lake City on U.S. 90. 

Size: 1,715.2 acres (approximately) 

Water Color: Stained. 

Aquatic Vegetation: Maiden cane, bottombush, 
cypress, yellow water lily. 

Bottom Type: Sandy margin, mud in mid-lake. 

Depth: Maximum 18 feet, average 12 feet in 
open water. 

Fluctuation: Approximately 2-3 feet (seasonal). 

Accessibility and Availability: Excellent avail- 
ability by paved highway and state roads; access at 
ramp difficult for larger boats in low water. 

Fishing History: There seems to have been a 
better fish population in former years, particularly 
black crappie (speckled perch) and bass, accord- 
ing to all available reports. Cause or causes for the 
apparent decline are uncertain. 

Recommendations: Brush piles be maintained 
and new ones added. 


South Prong Pond 

(Palestine Lake) 
ies PRONG IS A typical north central Flor- 
ida lake. It is located six miles south of Olustee, 
Florida, Union County, just off State Road 231. 
The physical appearance of this body of water 
makes it closely comparable to neighboring Ocean 


28 





SOUTH PRO 


Pond to the north and Swift Creek Pond (Dowling 
Lake) to the east. 


South Prong Pond is a shallow lake with a 
bordering band of cypress trees and enough mar- 
ginal grasses and lily pads to afford good cover for 
resting game fish and plenteous food when feeding 
time comes, since small fish tend to congregate in 
and around such vegetation. 


The lake has a maximum depth of about fifteen 
feet and an average depth close to twelve feet. The 
surface area at normal water level is approximately 
900 acres. 

Fish population samples taken in South Prong 
Pond in February, April, and May, 1961, give good 
indication of the presence and reproduction of the 
game fish species, including largemouth bass, blue- 
gill, shelleracker, warmouth, and some _ stump- 
knocker and black crappie (speckled perch). 

The best bass fishing seems to be in the south end 
of the lake and along the western shoreline where 
trees, stumps, cypress knees, and grasses are found 
well out in the water. 

Bluegill are the most abundant of the pan fish, 
or bream, and can be caught anywhere in the lake. 

The speckled perch is of importance during the 
winter months for drift fishing and during the 
spring while bedding. This can be attested by 
some of the local fishermen who have had one 
“speck” to fill the frying pan. 


There is a free public launching site on the 
eastern side of the lake at the termination of the 
entrance road. It is a sand ramp and difficult to 
use when water level is below normal or when the 
wind is out of the east, which pushes much of the 
water toward the western shore and off the ramp. 

By way of fishing methods for South Prong Pond, 
there seems to be a considerable degree of fishing 
success for largemouth bass when using either red 
or black plastic worm lures; bluegill are, as usual, 
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taken best on worms; speckled perch are caught on 
live minnows almost exclusively, while drifting in 


mid-lake. 


Date of Survey: February, April, and May, 1961. 

Area: 900 acres. 

Location: Six miles south of Olustee, Florida, 
Union County, off S.R. 231. 

Aquatic Vegetation: Marginal grasses, lily pads. 

Depth: Average 12 feet, maximum 15 feet. 

Fluctuation: Seasonal, possibly 2% feet. 

Accessibility and Availibility: One free launch- 
ing ramp on east side at termination of entrance 
road-sand ramp; difficult to launch when water level 
is below normal or when wind is out of the east. 
launch when water level is below normal or when 
wind is out of the east. 

Fishing Methods: Red or black plastic eel lures 
are most successful for bass; worms take bluegill 
most consistently; black crappie fishermen usually 
fish middle of the lake, northward and southward, 
using minnows almost exclusively. 

Estimated Fishing Pressure: 3,438 total fisherman 
days per year. . 


Swift Creek Pond 
(Dowling Lake) 


WIFT CREEK POND Is A round, fairly shallow pond 
which is typical of the ponds in this section. 
Known locally as Dowling Lake, it is surrounded 
by pine and hardwood forests and bordered by a 
few cypress trees in shallow areas. 

The shoreline in many places drops abruptly to a 
depth of about four feet, and the overhanging brush 
in these places makes fine cover for fish. 

In other sections of the shoreline, where the 
water is shallower, a sawgrass border with hidden 
pockets of water in it creates a situation from 
which it is difficult to entice the fish. 

This pond is fished mainly from boats, which 
are launched at two sandy access points on the 
southeast side next to State Road 238. 

However, a number of fishermen wade the 
shoreline and fish for bass and bluegill, apparently 
not too concerned by the possibility of being investi- 
gated by a curious alligator. 

A number of staked brush piles were constructed 
in this pond by the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission in an effort to make fishing success 
pick up. They have reportedly contributed some 
success to speckled perch fishermen. 

Largemouth bass in catchable size are common in 
Swift Creek Pond, and some real lunkers continue 
to be taken. 


Date of Survey: 1962. 

Location: Union County, Florida, approximately 
eight miles north of Lake Butler, Florida, on State 
Road 238. 

Water Color: Stained. 
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Depth: Approximately seven feet in center, shal- 
lowing toward shore. 

Aquatic Vegetation: Sawgrass, maiden cane, cat- 
tails, moss. 


Bottom Type: Mud out in lake, and sand near 
edges. 

Accessibility and Availability: State highway to 
lake with large parking areas, but landing unim- 
proved and shallow. 

Fluctuation: Slight, but possibly 14 feet from 
wet to dry season. 

Best Fishing Areas: Near trees and vegetation 
around the shore, brush piles and some open water 
for speckled perch. 3 


Lake Butler 


AKE BUTLER BORDERS THE town by the same name 
L and has excellent municipal recreational facili- 
ties for swimming, boating, dock fishing, and pic- 
nicking along this border. 

This pie-shaped lake is undeveloped on 95 per 
cent of its shoreline, however, and has a good catch- 
able population of fish. 

Bass, bluegill, and other panfish are the major 
species which can be expected in a day’s creel but 
there is a possibility of landing chain pickerel or 
channel catfish, which are occasionally caught here. 

The lake is fished mainly by boat due to its 
heavily vegetated shores, but it could possibly offer 
some action to the wade fisherman. 

Fishing is usually done near shore in close to the 
grass beds except during the time of year speckled 
perch are in open water. | 

Lake Butler is usually fished by the cane pole 
and bait casting methods but should offer some 
sport for those who make endeavors in the fly 
fishing realm. 


Date of Survey: 1962. 
Size: Approximately 500 acres. 
(Continued on next page) 


LAKE BUTLER, Union County Photos By Gene Smith 
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Location: Union County—North city limits of 
town of Lake Butler, Florida. 


Water Color: Stained. 


Aquatic Vegetation: Maiden cane, pickerel weed, 
button bush, saw grass, cattail, penny wort, bladder 
wort, white water lily, yellow water lily. 


Bottom Type: Mud and silt with sand near shore. 


Accessibility and Availability: Paved roads and 
concrete boat ramps. 


Depth: Shallow slope near shore and levels off at 
a depth of seven feet. 


Fluctuation: Approximately 142 feet during dry 
seasons. 


Fishing History: Has been steady through the 
years. 


Best Fishing Areas: Near shore and outside edge 
of vegetation. 


Lake Sampson 


AKE SAMPSON, A SHALLOW, warm, clear lake is 
L connected with Lake Rowell, a fertile, cool, dark 
lake by a canal. 

This arrangement harbors an interesting natural 
mystery which at present has not been solved. 

The mystery is this: Why don’t the waters of the 
two connected lakes mix? 

It looks like they would in view of the fact that 
the only in-flowing stream of the two (Alligator 
Creek) enters Lake Rowell and the only out-flow- 
ing stream of either lake (Sampson River) leaves 
Lake Sampson. 

Nonetheless, there is a point in or near the con- 
necting canal at which the waters of the two lakes 
refuse to mingle and can be distinguished by not- 
able differences in both color and temperature. 
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LAKE SAMPSON 


Bradford 
County 


Photos By 
Gene Smith 


At least there is nothing mysterious about the 
nice stringers of fish that come from these lakes. 

Lake Sampson can be classified as a wade fisher- 
man’s dream and is regularly used by those who 
enjoy this kind of fishing. 

There are extensive shallows, and the best re- 
sults are obtained by wading on these and fishing 
the drop-offs which are often found to be far out 
in mid-lake. 

This lake is also used by boat fishermen, but they 
usually stick to small boats and motors due to the 
difficult access and extremely shallow shoreline. 
There is no boat ramp, but a dirt launch site on the 
canal between the two lakes usually provides ac- 
cess to both. 


Date of Survey: April, 1962. 

Size: 2,079.8 acres. 

Location: Bradford County, Florida, west of 
Starke. 

Water Color: Colorless. 

Aquatic Vegetation: Cattails, maiden cane, pick- 
erel weed, yellow water lily, white water lily, water 
hyacinth. 

Bottom Type: Sand in most shallow areas. Mud 
in five feet or deeper water and also on west shore. 

Fluctuation: As much as six feet in extremely 
dry times due to river draining lake. 

Accessibility and Availability: About two miles 
by graded and sand road off of S.R. 100. No ramps 
and very shallow water in which to launch. 

Fishing History: Fishing has been good in the 
past as well as the present. 

Best Fishing Areas: In grassy areas and small 
holes, but many nice fish are caught along the 
edge of the drop-offs. 

Recommendations: Permanent public access and 
boat ramp. 
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Lake Rowell 


AKE ROWELL IS A CASE in point illustrating and di- 
L rect relationship between water fertility and fish 
production. 

Fine game fish were found to be available and 
biting during the survey of this lake, the very fertile 
sister of fairer Lake Sampson. 

Bass, bluegill, and impressive numbers of 10-to- 
14-inch black crappie (speckled perch) were ob- 
served in the creels of happy Lake Rowell fisher- 
men in mid-April. 

Varying combinations of spinning tackle and 
artificial lures, bait casting equipment with live 
or artificial baits, and the cane pole with worms 
will catch fish in this lake. 

A note for those who prefer the latter method: 
Don’t expect to be able to fish from the bank on 
Lake Rowell. It is hard to reach on foot. 

The connecting canal, however, between Lakes 
Rowell and Sampson provides plenty of high and 
dry space for bank fishing and quite often one can 
do as well here as in either lake. 

The chemically untreated effluent from the mu- 
nicipal sewage plant of the City of Starke is said to 
enter Lake Rowell via Alligator Creek on the east 
side. This thought is understandably objectionable 
to some for esthetic reasons. The increased fertility 
provided for lakes in such cases does increase fish 
production and more pounds of catchable fish per 
acre—which invariably makes for more and happier 
fishermen. 


Date of Survey: April, 1962. 


Location: Bradford County, off S.R. 100, 15 miles 
west of Starke. 


Size: 361.2 acres. 

Water Color: Greenish brown with heavy plank- 
ton bloom. 

Aquatic Vegetation: Cattail, pickerel weed, wil- 
low, water hyacinth, water lily. 

Bottom Type: Mud and sand. 

Fluctuation: Approximately five feet. 


Accessibility and Availability: Reached by 2-3 
miles of graded road; dirt launching facilities poor. 
Access often difficult due to canal obstructions. 


Fishing History: Consistently good over the 
years. 


Recommendations: In view of difficult access, 
especially during periods of low water, plan to use 
only a small fishing boat that can be easily hand 
launched if necessary. 


Lake Altho 


lee ALTHO IS ACCESSIBLE to the general public by 
launching at the fine public boat ramp near 
Waldo, Florida, and cruising half a mile to the lake 
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Canal connecting Lakes Rowell and Sampson 


by a canal which enters on the northwest side. 

The margin of Lake Altho is heavily wooded with 
both trees and shrubs which make good fish habitat 
as well as likely looking places to expect sizable 
catches of fish. 

The same type of fishing can be counted on here 
as is found in many of the other lakes of this area 
but with possibly larger catches of warmouth and 
stumpknocker in relation to bluegill and _ shell- 
cracker. 

Fishing with cane pole and worms around the 
lake’s border can produce all species of panfish but 
when you’re in among those trees and snags the 
majority of them will be warmouth and stump- 
knocker. 

The black bass is present and fishing for him is 
left to one’s own preference as to bait, whether 
live or artificial, and tackle. 

In any event the catch will ultimately depend to 
a certain extent on the willingness of this old rascal 
to bite. 


Date of Survey: May, 1962. 
Size: 548 acres. 


Location: Alachua County, one mile east of 
Waldo, Florida. 


Water Color: Stained. 


Aquatic Vegetation: Water hyacinth, yellow wa- 
ter lily, pickerel weed, maiden cane, cypress. 


Bottom Type: Mud and Sand. 
Accessibility and Availability: Approximately 


(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from preceding page) 


one mile of unimproved road, east off of U.S. 301 in 
town of Waldo—concrete ramps and picnic tables 
on canal leading to the lake. 


Fluctuation: Approximately one foot in dry sea- 
sons. 


Fishing History: Unknown. 


Best Fishing Areas: Near vegetation of lake’s 
border and submerged trees, deep water for speck- 
led perch. 


Lake Crosby 


ROSBY IS A SLIGHTLY stained, low fertility lake 
C which receives little fishing pressure due to its 
poor access facilities for boat launching. Most of the 
fishing is done by those who reside in the small de- 
velopment near the lake border. 

The heavily vegetated edges of this lake make it 
suitable for fishing by boat only. Many fallen trees 
in some areas and grass beds in others create fish 
habitat from which one can expect to hook a 
“sranddaddy” bass at any time. 

Those who like to fish for panfish will find these 
areas suitable for catching bluegill and warmouth, 
which were found in great numbers in the lake. 

The local people have erected brush piles in 
deeper areas. They are marked by poles and around 
these one can find speckled perch to round out a 
mixed stringer of fish. 


Date of Survey: April, 1962. 
Size: Approximately 537.6 acres. 


Location: Bradford County, approximately two 
miles west of Starke, Florida. 


Water Color: Slightly stained. 


Aquatic Vegetation: Maiden cane, pickerel weed, 
saw grass, yellow water lily, white water lily. 


Bottom Type: Some sand areas near shoreline, 
mud and silt in other areas. 


Fluctuation: 142 feet during dry seasons. 


Accessibility and Availability: Approximately %4 
of mile of graded county road ending at lake with 
very poor unimproved landing. 


Fishing History: Unknown. 





Special reprints of Lake and Stream Survey re- 
ports, appearing in FLoRIDA WILDLIFE, complete with 
fishing guide maps will soon be available, free of 
charge, by writing to the Fisheries Division, Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission, Tallahassee, 
Florida, 32304. 
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Best Fishing Areas: Vegetated shore lines around 
lake and marked brush piles in open water. 


Hampton Lake 


i ee LAKE FOR choice fish with your choice 
of fishing times is Hampton Lake, which can 
be considered one of the better fishing lakes in 
North Florida still open to the public. 

This lake is bordered on one side by private 
homes with “No Trespassing” signs, and on the 
other by cypress and sawgrass-edged cattle pastures 
with locked gates. 

The only access is through a limited country 
road right-of-way just off State Road 18 leading to 
the water’s edge and having very poor launching 
facilities, no turning space, and only limited road- 
side parking. 

An abundance of yearling black bass in this lake 
can lead to a field day of fishing. The most popular 
method is by spinning rod and artificial black eel, 
by which these scrappy youngsters are led to bay. 

A number of larger bass are also present as can 
be proven by the fact that fish up to 8% pounds 
were caught and released during the survey. 

The most popular fishing areas for bass, bluegill, 
and shelleracker are around the shores and the 
outlying grass beds. 

Black crappie (speckled perch), which range to 
a large size, may be found in deeper water except at 
spawning times. 


Date of Survey: March, 1962. 


Size: 840.7 acres. 


Location: Bradford County, Florida, approxi- 
mately six miles south of Starke on U.S. 301. 


HAMPTON LAKE, Bradford County 
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SANTA FE LAKE 


Photos By Gene Smith 


Water Color: Slightly stained. 


Aquatic Vegetation: Maiden cane, pickerel weed, 
sawegrass, yellow water lily, bladderwort, white wa- 
ter lily, water hyacinth. 


Bottom Type: Partly covered with muck around 
vegetated shores, but sand around developed edge. 
The entire center has mud bottom. 


Fluctuation: Very little due to canal leading to 
river. During a very dry period a possible drop of a 
foot. 


Accessibility and Availability: Approximately 
one mile west of U.S. 301 on S.R. 18 then down % 
mile of graded road. The road quits near water’s 
edge making a poor landing. There is also a parking 
space problem. 


Fishing History: The fishing in the past has been 
excellent and is still very good. 


Recommendation: Better access with a concrete 
ramp and parking area to create more fishing pres- 
sure. 


Best Fishing Sites: Near grass beds and around 
the shore as well as near stake in center of lake. 


Santa Fe Lake and Little Santa Fe Lake 


HESE TWO LAKES PROVIDE a body of water approxi- 

mately 6 miles in length and 2% miles in width 
at the widest point. Even though areas on the lake 
are populated, a lake of this size has a large area of 
unspoiled fish habitat. The populated areas may 
sometimes, surprisingly, offer some of the best fish- 
ing and also some of the largest fish. 

A type of fishing found here which is not usually 
found in a lake situation is school bass fishing. 

Black bass concentrate in areas in which numer- 
ous schools of shad are to be found and may produce 
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a rapid limit catch. These fish usually run smaller 
than three pounds although some larger ones are 
caught. This does not mean that there are no large 
bass in the lake but only that the smaller ones usu- 
ally concentrate, or school, in these areas. 


Speckled perch are caught in large numbers in 
these waters near brush piles and by drift fishing 
in deep water, while many large bluegill and shell- 
cracker up to a pound are found to be present out- 
side the grass beds. 


An account was given by one of the local fishing 
camp operators of a chain pickerel (jack) being 
caught that weighed 114% pounds which is larger 
than the world’s tackle record of 9 pounds 3 ounces! 


The possibility of having another world record 
fish caught is always with us. 


If a fish is of a size to possibly be a record, it 
should be saved and reported to proper authorities 
so that it may be recorded as such. 


The big pickerel mentioned above wound up, ac- 
cording to the report, on the dinner table! 


Date of Survey: May and June, 1962. 


Size: Little Santa Fe Lake—1,145.8 acres; Santa 
Fe Lake—Approximately 4,352 acres. 


Location: Borders towns of Earleton and Melrose, 
and is located in Bradford and Alachua counties. 


Water Color: Slightly stained. 


Aquatic Vegetation: Yellow water lily, lotus, 
white water lily, maiden cane, cypress, pickerel 
weed, water hyacinth, cattails. 


Bottom Type: The bottom is a hard muck outside 
of vegetated areas with many logs and stumps on 
the bottom except for a few sandy areas. The deeper 
areas are covered with a mud and silt layer. 


Depth: The bottom slopes off generally to a depth 
of approximately 28 feet with a few deeper holes. 


Fluctuation: Approximately two feet. 


Accessibility and Availability: Public ramp on 
east side of Little Santa Fe Lake approximately four 
miles SW of S.R. 100. County ramp in town of Mel- 
rose on Santa Fe Lake as well as many fish camp 
ramps around the lake. 


Fishing History: Fishing in past years seems to be 
comparable with the present with some slack sea- 
sons. The fishing overall is good for those who know 
how to fish the lake. 


Best Fishing Areas: Bass and bluegill on outer 
edge of vegetation and open areas inside vegetated 
areas all around lake. The pass between the two 
lakes and those between Santa Fe Lake and Melrose 
Bay are good school bass areas. Speckled perch fish- 
ing is best around constructed brush piles and the 
center of the lake. © 
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Public boat launching ramp, left, at McDavid, on the Escambia River. All but three of 
the river fish camps have boat ramps, in addition to two public ramps. The upstream 
view, right, is from the State Road 184 bridge, east of Quintette in Escambia County. 


THE ESCAMBIA RIVER 


(Continued from page 19) 


Average Width: upper section 80’-120’ lower sec- 
tion 150’. 


Average Depth: upper section 4’-6’ lower sec- 
tion 15/’-18’. 

Speed of Flow: None to moderate. (.70 feet per 
sec.) 


Water Color: Muddy in the upper portion of river; 
pea-soup-green below Highway 297. 


Bottom Type: Sand and mud. 


Aquatic Vegetation: Nuphar, Myriophyllum, Pota- 
mogeton. 

Accessibility and Availability: There are two 
public ramps on the Escambia River. One ramp, built 
and maintained by the St. Regis Paper Company, is 


Photos By Gene Smith 
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located near Cotton Lake Fish Camp; the other was 
constructed by the Florida Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission and is located about one mile east 
of U. S. 29 at McDavid. 


Conclusions and Recommendations 


For the average fisherman or visitor the Escambia 
River below State Road 297 offers very poor fishing. 
At times the water is irritating to the skin and prob- 
ably not safe for swimming or water skiing. 

It is recommended that in this “Enlightened Age 
of Scientific Technology” some light be shed on a 
more scientific method of industrial waste eradica- 
tion. It is considered “Old Fashioned” to merely 
dump something that is unwanted into a river. It is 
a scientific marvel to turn that waste into something 
useful. 

For further information regarding local fishing 
conditions, it is recommended that the newcomer 
contact the local camp operators. © 


Fishing values of the Escam- 
bia River have steadily de- 
creased since 1952. The eradi- 
cation of industrial wastes 
could restore the Escambia to 
its former status as an excel- 
lent fresh water recreation 
area. 
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PASS THE PHEASANT 
(Continued from page 25) 


bird crumpled instantly, a shower 
of feathers substantiating the hit. 
Fred found both his bird and the 


more distant arrow. 


“Sorry to have to call it a day,” 
Clay said, “but the heat is getting 
to be a bit too much for the dogs. 
You'll have to come back another 
time—and if you can, make it 
early of morning, when it is cool- 


er. You'll have better hunting.” 

On that note, and our grateful 
acceptance of a second invitation, 
hunt activity ended. 


Three days later I was sitting 
at dinner table as guest of Charley 
and Vera when a mutual friend 
happened to stop by. He declined 
their invitation to share table 
fare, but did pull up a chair to 
talk at length. 


“What you all been doing 
lately?” he asked. 


“Hunting pheasants with bow 
and arrow,” Charley told him. 


“With bow and arrow? That’s 
good for a laugh! Why, I find 
them hard enough to hit with a 
12 gauge shotgun! You'll never 
kill any with a bow and arrow.” 


“Now, that’s a matter of opin- 
ion,’ I stated flatly. “Last week- 
end a group of us—but, no mat- 


tere PH -skin tie oh Pass tne 
pheasant, will you, please, 
Charley?” © 





DOGS - HUNTING 
(Continued from page 9) 


serves in the capacity of field trial 
judge at many of the club’s field 
trials and assisted by Gene Kirby, 
the professional trainer of the 
Spring Valley Kennels located at 
Mobile, Alabama. The instructors 
performed a splendid job of cor- 
relating field trial tests and trial 
standards with conditions expe- 
rienced in the hunting field and 
by simple explanation and exhi- 
bition demonstrated how training 
according to the standards re- 
quired in a field trial would pro- 
duce a better hunting retriever. 

The club members assembled 
on the training field at daybreak 
to make coffee and cook breakfast 
and prepare for the day’s train- 
ing. Retriever owners began to 
gather shortly thereafter, and 
after the customary cup of coffee, 
the training clinic got under way. 
The morning was spent in in- 
structing owners how to properly 
train the younger dogs in order 
to get such dogs started right. The 
afternoon was spent with the 
older dogs in corrective training. 
Lunch was a community covered 
dish affair with wives and fami- 
lies arriving at the training area 
loaded with fried chicken and 
other dishes. 

Advance publicity regarding 
the training clinic was obtained 
through the cooperative efforts of 
all local news media, newspapers, 
radio, television and a notice that 
was mailed to each club member 
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and an invitation to all known 
retriever owners. The clinic was 
free, with the club providing the 
pigeons, ducks and training dum- 
mies. 


An estimated thirty retriever 
owners, excluding club members, 
attended the clinic and while the 
majority were owners of young 
dogs, there were some who owned 
older hunting retrievers. As a 
direct result of the training clinic, 
many retriever owners for the 
first time received training in- 
structions, constructive criticism 
and corrective training tips in re- 
triever handling. The membership 
roster of the North Florida Ama- 
teur Retriever Club was increased 
by a number of new members 
with the prospects of additional 
new members in the offering. The 
club had fun, the retriever own- 
ers received the training, and the 
retrievers will be better conser- 
vation agents in the future dove 
fields and waterfowl marshes. 


It’s SUMMERTIME and a little 
extra care goes a long way. As far 
as dogs are concerned, summer is 
probably the worst season of the 
year. In addition to oppressive 
heat, ticks, fleas and lice irritating 
their skin, flies teem about their 
ears, and drinking water becomes 
lukewarm and dirty after only a 
few hours. 


If your dogs spend most of the 
day in kennel runs or pens, be 
sure there’s adequate shade at all 
times. If trees do not provide 
enough natural shade, cover a 


portion of the runs with canvas, 
plastic, or even burlap bags. A 
roof of the readily available palm 
fronds provides excellent shade 
when thatched across the top of a 
kennel or run. 

Keep plenty of fresh, clean 
water available at all times. Don’t 
be upset if there is a reduction in 
appetite. During summer months 
dogs do not use up as much en- 
ergy; hence do not require as 
much food. 

Exercise should be limited to 
the cool of the early morning or 
late evening hours. Clipping is 
not recommended for long-haired 
dogs. Their hair acts as insulation, 
protecting them from the sun’s 
rays. 

Keep runs and pens clean. If 
concrete, wash them frequently 
using a good disinfectant. Once 
a month wash them with salt 
water [3 lbs. of table salt to 1 gal- 
lon of water per 100 sq. feet] as 
a preventive against hookworm. 


NEW ORGANIZATION, The Gate- 
way City Beagle Club, extends 
the welcome mat to all sports- 
men, beaglers and non-beaglers 
alike. Organized to promote bea- 
gle field trials, obedience and 
show trials, the members met and 
elected officers at their initial 
meeting April 4. Information re- 
garding the future plans and 
trials of the Gateway City Beagle 
Club may be obtained by contact- 
ing the club secretary, Thomas E. 
Cooper, 4602 Ramona Blvd. Jack- 
sonville, Florida. @ 
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FISHING 
(Continued from page 9) 


tough rods with Florida fishing in 
mind. 


Incidentally, their rods have 
done much of the heavy work in 
recent television pictures of fly- 
fishing for big tarpon. They are 
heavy duty sticks with pretty 
thick walls and come in bait cast- 
ing, spinning and fly models. 


The reason Henry Orr of Spin- 
master may not appreciate this 
mention is that he didn’t have a 
catalog the last time I talked to 
him. He told me he was going to 
have one for the retail trade come 
summertime. So, if he shirked in 
his resolve to put out a catalog 
this year, sending a letter to the 
following address won’t get you 
one. 


Anyway, it’s Spinmaster Rod 
Company, Inc., 1771 West Flagler, 
Miami, Florida. 





I HAVE A LETTER from A. G. 
Ligbee of Lansing, Michigan, who 
says he uses small sections of 
spongy rubber for a better grip 
on slippery rods with sticky fer- 
rules. He enclosed a sample. It 
looks like very thin rubber mat- 
ting with a rough, checkered sur- 
face and it really gives you a grip 
without damaging anything. It 
might not be possible to find a 
piece just like Mr. Ligbee’s but 
this description should be a help. 
Good stunt. 





IT IS COMMONLY believed that 
only small black bass are caught 
“schooling” or “jumping” after 
bait. 

It’s true that most such fish run 
less than two pounds in my expe- 
rience although 4-pounders are 
not rare, especially in the St. 
Johns system. And, of course, 
there are schooling operations 
staged entirely by little 10-inch 
fizzers. 

However, there are cases when 
the fish run big and I have heard 
from reliable sources of instances 
where nearly all of the striking 
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fish were over six pounds. That’s 
rare. It generally occurs when the 
bait involved is too large for the 
smaller fish to take. 


It is not uncommon to catch 
the larger fish with deep-running 
lures or bait under the actual sur- 
face schooling. Slow, heavy fish 
simply can’t compete with the 
youngsters in minnow chasing 
but they evidently lie grumpily 
below the fun watching for crip- 
ples—or even for a small and 
careless competitor. 





SOME OF THE FINEST fishing 
skiffs in the world are seen in the 
Keys and some of the best Keys 
guides operate from skiffs espe- 
cially constructed for that kind of 
fishing. 


Captain Stu Apte of Little 
Torch Key, who has built up an 
awesome reputation for finding 
record light tackle tarpon, uses a 
skiff that makes me drool, even 
though it wouldn’t quite fit my 
purpose. 


Powered by a 90-horsepower 
motor, this rig is more than 18 
feet long and is built by Fiber- 
craft. I think it would cost around 
$1800 without the power. It has a 
contoured and padded seat for the 
skipper and a couple of other con- 
toured seats for customers with 
high decks fore and aft for fisher- 
man and guide. 


Visibility is important since 
Apte concentrates on _ bonefish, 
permit and tarpon on shallow 
flats. 


Stu, who is having no problem 
with his weight, uses a 16-foot 
fiberglass pole on the flats, poling 
from the bow. The boat seemed to 
have everything I could think to 
ask about, including radio, live 
well and iced soft drinks. It also 
goes like the devil. e@ 


The female bass at spawning 
time may lay from 1,000 to more 
than 11,000 eggs, the average be- 
ing about 5,000. 


MUZZLE FLASHES 
(Continued from page 10) 


bluing, complete restocking, and 
fitting of selective choke devices 
to shotguns. 

To do consistently good home 
workshop repair work you must 
have the proper tools. 

One of the most versatile and 
therefore most useful of my home 
gunsmithing tools is a Dremel 
Moto-Tool, which comes with a 
wide variety of small drills, cut- 
ters, polishing wheels, wire 
brushes and buffing felts for spe- 
cific jobs. With it I successfully 
and quickly perform at least 
thirty different common gun- 
smithing operations. 

These include making unob- 
tainable small parts, grinding 
scope blocks for correct receiver 
fit, trigger tune-up jobs, remov- 
ing factory tool marks that es- 
caped inspection and _ polishing 
hard to reach spots, grinding 
down front sights to either cor- 
rect dovetail slot fit or overall 
height, general and artistic stock 
carving, cutting small springs to 
correct length and fit, cutting re- 
ceiver notch when bolt handle is 
altered for scope use, altering ex- 
tractors and many other special- 
ized jobs. 

Rivalling the Dremel Moto- 
Tool in usefulness are my set of 
finest quality screwdrivers. In- 
cluded is at least one size screw- 
driver head to fit any size gun 
screw. I ordered them from Bob 
Brownell, Montezuma,  lI[owa, 
dealer in gunsmithing supplies, 
and cherish them beyond expres- 
sion. They are never used on 
anything except guns—and never 
loaned. (It would be almost im- 
possible to walk into an average 
hardware store or hobby shop and 
find their equal, should one of the 
set be lost.) 

A set of watchmaker’s small, 
assorted shape files and several 
miniature round edge and bevel 
edge Arkansas slipstones are very 
useful, even though they may not 
see more than occasional service. 
They enable you to do precise 
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metal filing and smoothing jobs 
by hand, should you prefer not to 
do them with the Moto-Tool. 


Another useful tool combina- 
tion is a small mallet with dual, 
non-marring head, used alone or 
in combination with a non-mar- 
ring drive punch. Removal and 
replacement of front sights and 
pivot pins are two common uses. 


More and more gun models are 
coming from factory assembly 
lines with receivers drilled and 
tapped for standard model re- 
ceiver sights and scope mounts. 
In such cases, installation of a 
sight is usually simple; you merely 
remove the dummy screws that 
fill the provided screw holes and 
attach receiver sight or scope 
sight base mount with larger 
screws of identical thread. 


However, many older gun mod- 
els must first be drilled and 
tapped for screws before a re- 
ceiver or scope sight can be in- 
stalled. Most of the taps required 
are special gunsmithing taps, sel- 
dom found in average hardware 
stores and machine shops. Some- 
times a high speed drill of partic- 
ular decimal size will be hard to 
find, too. 


Although you probably won’t 
use them very often, it is con- 
venient to keep on hand thread 
taps in practical sizes like 6-48, 
0-40, 8-40, 4-36, 3-48, 10-32, 8-36 
and 3-56, to name at random some 
of the sizes for which the home 
gunsmith may find occasional 
need. If you cannot stock all, buy 
the 6-48, 8-40 and 3-56 sizes; they 
will take care of most screw 
threading jobs tied in with sight 
mounting. 


A cold blue mixture for blend- 
ing repaired surfaces and for 
screwhead touch-up jobs is handy 
to have available. G-66, Perma- 
Blu, Outers’ Laboratories’ Gun 
Blue and Sun Ray X2-C are some 
of the cold chemical solutions 
that give good results. Use them 
only for small touch-up jobs. 
Complete gun rebluing of beauty 
and durability calls for the hot 
tank method—of which the Blu- 
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For securely holding a gun being 

serviced, a large bench vise, with 

locking swivel base and padded jaws, 
is a great aid. 


Blak process is a notable example 
—and should best be left to a 
professional. 

For securely holding guns 
while they’re being serviced, a 
large bench vise is a great aid, 
especially if it is located near a 
doorway or window through 
which bore sighting can be done. 
The vise should have locking 
swivel base and be fitted with an 
auxilliary set of padded jaws to 
protect the gun being cradled. 

Stock making and stock decora- 
tion require special tools. Besides 
the versatile Moto-Tool, the seri- 
ous stockmaker or decorator will 
usually need a variety of special 
chisels, gouges, rasps, bottoming 
tools and checkering tools, plus a 
cabinet drawer full of assorted 
abrasive papers and grades of 
steel wool. Anyone expert 
enough to do good inletting, stock 
shaping and hand carving usually 
knows the basic tools required. 

It is suggested that you consult 
someone active in such work, and 
examine some of the tools used, 
if you have the incentive but no 
basic knowledge. There are also 
helpful books. Mopern GunN- 
SMITHING, by James V. Howe, and 
GUNSMITHING, by Roy F. Dunlap, 
are two. 

For examining gun bores two 





devices are recommended. A bat- 
tery powered unit known as Bore- 
Lite will project needed light, via 
a curved Lucite tube, into a gun 
bore, so that it can be inspected. 
Where style of gun action will 
not permit direct view inspection 
of a barrel, a prism called the 
RoreSkope can be inserted in 
opened action, to pick up and 
mirror the gun bore. Tulsa Bore- 
Lite Company, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
makes the first; J. G. Mundy, Col- 
lingdale, Pennsylvania, makes the 
BoreSkope. Both units are in- 
expensive. 

There is no denying that the 
development of non-corrosive 
ammunition greatly reduced 
cleaning rod use. Likewise, more 
recent development of a special 
Teflon bullet that can be occa- 
sionally fired to clean and lubri- 
cate a rifle barrel is another 
forward step. But the two devel- 
opments have not made the clean- 
ing rod obsolete. Among bench 
rest target shooters, especially, 
periodic use of cleaning rod and 
patches coated with either J-B 
non-imbedding compound or Rice 
XF-10 volatile solution—to name 
two popular and highly efficient 
barrel cleaning mixtures—is es- 
tablished procedure. 

Shooters who really love and 
properly care for their guns in- 
variably use the best quality 
cleaning rods they can buy. They 
know there is no true economy— 
and very likely little efficiency— 
in a cheap cleaning rod. For years 
I have used only high grade stain- 
less steel rods, as represented by 
the Belding & Mull line and the 
Outers’ Laboratories’ “Imperial” 
model. These fine stainless steel 
rods should not be compared with 
average quality rods. They are 
marvels of quality and efficiency. 

For home use, a one piece style 
rod, kept where it won’t get bent, 
is probably the most convenient. 
For field use, the sectional Outers’ 
Laboratories’ “Imperial” and the 
B&M “Type C” models are per- 
fect. Both assemble into strong, 
straight rods to which can be 
fitted a variety of useful tips. @ 
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Fishing Facts 


New Florida Fishing 
Regulations Set 


LORIDA’S FRESH WATER fishermen 

will find the 1964-65 basic regu- 
lations and bag limits for fresh 
water fish essentially the same as 
the current regulations, with a 
few local exceptions. The new 
rules, regulations, and bag limits 
were established at a meeting of 
the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission at Tallahassee, April 
24, and will become effective July 
1, 1964. 


The daily bag limit for fresh 
water fish remains at 10 black 
bass, 35 panfish, 15 pickerel and 
30 white bass. Total possession 
limit is two days’ bag. A daily bag 
limit of 70 panfish will be in effect 
in Dade, Munroe, Broward and 
Collier Counties. These counties 
do not have a bag limit on panfish 
at the present time. A minium 
size of 12 inches will apply to bass 
being taken in Putnam County. 
The size limit was enacted as an 
aid in determining the effect of 
experimental stocking of six inch 
bass in the St. Johns River by the 
Bass Capital Sportsmens Asso- 
ciation. 


In order to realize the full rec- 
reational value of fresh water fish, 
the Commission will allow the 
taking of rough fish, other than 
catfish, by means of gigs and bow 
and arorws during daylight hours. 


The Commission also set special 
regulations for the fish manage- 
ment areas, and established the 
following new fish management 
areas: Clermont Chain of Lakes, 
consisting of Lake Louise, Lake 
Susan, Lake Minnehaha, Lake 
Hiawatha, Lake Minneola, Lake 
Wilson, and Cherry Lake to the 
Cherry Lake Dam in Lake Coun- 
ty; Lake Beresford in Volusia 
County; Lake Underhill, Lake 
Lorna Doone and Lake Lawne in 
Orange County; Cypress Lake in 
Wakulla County; Lake Francis in 
Madison County; Guano Fish 
Management Area in St. Johns 
County. Guano Lake had been 
previously established as a fish 
management area by an emer- 
gency order. @ 
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FISHING REGULATIONS = (Continued from page 5) 


In Deer Point Lake and tributaries including Bayou George, Bear Creek, Enconfina 
Creek, and Cedar Creek in Bay County, the use or possession of trotlines with more 
than 25 hooks is prohibited. 

Trotlines are prohibited during daylight hours in Polk County and in the following 
lakes in Orange County: 


Conway Isleworth Sheen 
Down Chase Pocket 
Butler Tibet Butler Fish 

Louise John’s 


and in the following lakes in Lake County: 
Palatakaha 

The use of goldfish or carp, or the minnows of black bass in unlawful, and diseased 
or illegal bait is subject to confiscation. 

It is unlawful to sell, offer for sale, barter, purchase, exchange for merchandise or 
transport, transport for sale, or transport out of the State of Florida any fresh water 
game fish. No common carrier shall knowingly transport or receive for transportation 
within the State of Florida any fresh water game fish. Holders of valid fishing licenses 
permitted to transport out of the State as personal baggage two days’ bag limit of 
fresh water fish. 


John’s Crescent Winona 


Fishing Information 

For localized information about fresh-water fishing, write to the Chamber of Com- 
merce in the city nearest the area in which you are interested. For general information, 
write to Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, Tallahassee, Florida. Com- 
mission Regional offices are at Panama City, Lake City, Ocala, Lakeland, West 
Palm Beach. 

Commercial Fishing 

A commercial fish dealers license, in addition to regular fishing license, is needed to 
take fish by use of traps, slat baskets, pound nets, lift nets, minnow seines, or similar 
devices, or trot lines with more than 25 hooks. Permits for use of such devices (other 
than trotlines) to take non-game fish for commercial purposes, and licenses needed for 
same, are issued by Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 


Fish Management Areas 


Copies of regulations applying to each fish management area will be available at 
the ‘lallahassee and regional oflices of the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
and at the offices of the County Judges. These special regulations will be available 
around June 15, 1964 when the new 1964-65 fishing licenses go on sale. 

General regulations applying to fish management areas are as follows: 

1. A fishing license shall be required of all residents between 15 and 65 years of 
age and all non-residents except children under 15 years of age, to fish by any 
method on a fish management area. 

2. The possession of fishing tackle is prohibited on any fish management area that 
is closed to fishing. 

3. Daily bag limits and methods of taking fresh water fish shall be as generally 
established for the State except as provided for a particular fish management area. 

4, Persons entering or leaving fish management areas having designated entry 
points shall enter or leave only at such designated points. 

5. Any vehicle, boat or other transportation device may be searched while in, 
leaving, or entering a fish management area. 

6. Fishing is prohibited in those waters posted as closed to fishing on the VC 
Christina, Saddle Creek, and Pleasant Grove Fish Management Areas in Polk and 
Hillsborough Counties. 

Special regulations are essential in order to properly manage those public fishing 
areas, and should not impose any undue hardship on the fishermen. Fishing and 
hunting will be permitted on fish management areas subject to existing rules and 
regulations of the Commission, or to such other special regulations as applying to 
particular fish management areas. 

Florida presently has 30 established fish management areas located in 19 counties. 
These areas are as follows: 

Polk County: VC Christina Area, Lake Julianna, Lake Mattie, Starr Lake, Lake 
Parker, Lake Cooper and Saddle Creek area: Hillsborough County: Pleasant Grove 
Area; Orange County: Lake Lorna Doone, Lake Lawne, and Lake Underhill; St. 
Johns County: Guano River Area; Pasco County: Lake Jessamine; Clay County: Camp 
Blanding Area; Wakulla County: Cypress Lake; Walton County: Juniper Bay Lake; 
Santa Rosa County: Bear Lake; Broward County: Tigertail Lake; Madison County: 
Lake Francis; Alachua County: Lake Lochloosa, Orange Lake and Newnans Lake; 
Dixie County: Governor Hill Lake; Sumter County: Lake Panasffkee; Volusia 
County: Lake Beresford; Pinellas County: Lake Tarpon and Lake Seminole; Indian 
River County: Blue Cypress Lake; Lake County: Chain of Lakes, Lakes Louise, 
Susan, Minnehaha, Hiawatha, Minneola, Wilson, and Cherry Lake; Hendry County: 
Canals 1, L2 and LS. 
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FLORIDA WILDLIFE’S 
FISHING CITATION 


is available without charge, to any and all subscribers to Florida Wildlife 
Magazine, and their immediate families, who catch any of the fresh-water 
game fish of the prescribed species and size requirements. Citation, show- 
ing recorded date of the catch, will be mailed to the applicant upon receipt 
of the following application form that has been properly filled out and 
Signed. 


Only fishing citation applications received within 
90 days from date of catch will be honored. 
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APPLICATION FOR FLORIDA WILDLIFE FISHING CITATION 


The Editor, FLORIDA WILDLIFE Date 
Game & Fresh Water Fish Commission, Tallahassee, Fla. 


Please send me the Florida Wildlife Fishing Citation with the inscribed data 
listed below: 


Name l(plpase sprint) 2 aed bees SR eS 
Address_____ eRe Oify noe es Sten te. 5, 
SPeciGs ate 1. voit 1s ot a Weights. tt ae me engin 

Type of Tackle 

Bait or Lure Used 

Where Caught____ | | Ed Oe a II O01 1 
Date Caught___————s Catch Witnessed By 

Registered, Weighed By CA 


(Signature of Applicant) 


CUT OUT AND SAVE THIS APPLICATION BLANK 


Kt; 
I 
y 


ii 
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 


SPECIES 





LARGEMOUTH BASS 


8 pounds or larger 


4 pounds or larger 


BLUEGILL (BREAM) 


_.....1Y2 pounds or larger 


SHELLCRACKER 


2 pounds or larger 


2 pounds or larger 


1 pound or larger 


All fish must be taken from the fresh 
waters of the state of Florida, as defined by 
the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sion. Fish must be caught on conyentional 
fishing tackle, with artificial or live bait, in 


the presence of at least one witness. 


The catch must be weighed and recorded 
at a fishing camp or tackle store within the 
state by the owner, manager, or an author- 


ized agent of the respective establishment. 


Special boardwalks in the Everglades National Park 


give visitors a glimpse 


into 


“drama of nature.” 





SUBSCRIBE NOW TO 
Florida Wildlife 


The Florida Magazine for ALL Sportsmen 


12 Big Issues of 
Hunting and Fishing 


for only $2.50 


TWO YEARS, 24 ISSUES, $4.75 
THREE YEARS, 36 ISSUES, $6.25 





When sending change of address or inquiring about 
subscription, please include address impression from most 
recent copy you have received. To insure delivery of all 
copies, changes of address should be mailed as soon as 
possible. 





M 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
Tallahassee, Florida 


Enter or extend my subscription for 


for FLORIDA WILDLIFE. 





year (s) 


[] Check; [] Cash; [] Money Order herewith. 


Mailing Address: 


Name __ 
Street No. 
City 


Stote 2... 
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